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Harold Hongju Koh is one of the country’s leading experts 
and legal scholars in public and private international law, 

national security law, and human rights. He is a former Dean 
of Yale Law School, where he is currently the Sterling Professor 
of International Law, and he recently served as the 22nd Legal 
Adviser of the U.S. Department of State and as Assistant Secretary 
of State for the Democracy of Human Rights and Labor. As 
Legal Adviser, Professor Koh received the Secretary of State’s 
Distinguished Service Award. 

Professor Koh has received fi fteen honorary degrees and more than 
thirty awards for his human rights work, including awards from 
Columbia Law School and the American Bar Association for his 
lifetime achievements in international law. He has authored or co-
authored eight books, published more than 180 articles, testifi ed 
regularly before Congress, and litigated numerous cases involving 
international law issues in both U.S. and international tribunals. 

About the Lecturer  

HAROLD HONGJU KOH
STERLING PROFESSOR OF INTERNATIONAL LAW
YALE LAW SCHOOL

ABSTRACT

The fi rst two months of the Trump Administration have 
disrupted the world of international law. In this lecture, 

Professor Koh explores the key areas of U.S. foreign policy and 
examines whether and to what extent the new administration 
can permanently change the nature of the U.S. relationship with 
international law and institutions. 
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has sponsored this lecture series since 1978 to enrich the 
quality of education at Washburn University School of Law. 

Articles derived from the lectures are published by the 
Washburn Law Journal and are available at washburnlaw.edu/wlj/.
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The Washburn Law Journal has been Washburn University 
School of Law’s fl agship publication since 1960. Th e 

Journal is edited by a board of seven to ten Senior Editors and 
typically has a membership of thirty-fi ve students per year. 
Membership is based on a combination of law school grades 
and writing competitions. On average, the Washburn Law 
Journal publishes between eight and fourteen student Notes 
and Comments written by its members in each volume. Each 
year, from three to six students present their work in a scholarly 
forum that is well-attended and generates lively discussion. 

Th e Washburn Law Journal produces three issues a year, which 
make up one volume. One issue traditionally takes the theme 
of the annual Foulston Siefkin Lecture, which since 1978 has 
been sponsored by the Wichita-based fi rm of Foulston Siefkin 
LLP. A second issue usually falls under the Board of Editors’ 
creative control; and the third issue takes the theme of the 
Law School’s annual symposium, which is co-sponsored by 
the Journal. Th e Journal is often cited by the Kansas Supreme 
Court and Court of Appeals, as well as by numerous other 
scholarly publications.
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