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Considering Careers
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

More information about the Professional Development Office 
is available at www.washburnlaw.edu/career

As one can imagine, traffi c in the 
Professional Development Offi ce 

(PDO) increases signifi cantly during 
a downturn in the economy. The 
“Great Recession” has hit and students 
are aware that they need to consider 
their career options early and often 
throughout their time at Washburn 
Law. Gone are the days of  focusing 
solely on coursework and worrying 
about a job during the last semester of  
law school. Fortunately, the PDO has 
several programs in place to manage 
this shift in philosophy to help students 
consider their career options during the 
fi rst year of  school. 

For instance, this past October the 
PDO hosted several events as part 
of  its “Options in October” lecture 
series. Speakers came to campus and 
talked with students about popular 
and emerging career paths, including 
health care, elder law, insurance law and 
regulation, and bankruptcy. One panel focused entirely 
on the opportunities that exist for lawyers practicing 
law in small communities and another presentation 
included a national speaker who spoke about alternative 
careers. Many of  these presentations can be viewed from 
streaming video available on the Washburn Law website.

The Washburn Law Mentor Program is in its eighth 
year, with more than 90 fi rst-year students paired with 
area lawyers through the program. The program allows 
students to connect with an area lawyer to discuss careers 
and network within the legal community. If  you would 
like to serve as a mentor, please contact the PDO or the 
Alumni Offi ce for more information.

Finally, the staff  in the PDO met with 
every fi rst-year small study group 
during the last week of  October and 
fi rst week of  November and scheduled 
individual appointments with fi rst-year 
students in November. Students who 
take advantage of  the services in the 
PDO are provided a complimentary 
copy of  Guerrilla Tactics for 
Getting the Legal Job of  Your 
Dreams, by Kimm Walton, an excellent 
resource for students and alumni 
conducting a legal job search. While it 
makes for a busy time in the PDO, it’s 
invigorating to meet fi rst-year students 
who are excited about their future 
careers and to help them begin defi ning 
and reaching their goals. Some students 
have a very clear idea of  their plans: “I 
came to law school to be a prosecutor.” 
Others are much more vague: “I’m 
not sure exactly how I want to use my 
degree, but I think I want to be in a 
courtroom.” 

The PDO helps students identify internships (paid and 
volunteer), pro bono opportunities, and externships that 
can help them defi ne their career aspirations and make 
them more marketable in the slow job market. That 
process must start in the fi rst year, and help from our 
alumni in creating opportunities is crucial. If you know 
of any opportunities in which students can gain practical 
experience, please contact Margann Bennett, director 
of Professional Development and Pro Bono, at 
margann.bennett@washburn.edu or (785) 670-1703.


