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C E N T E R  F O R

Law and Government
DIRECTOR NAMED FOR THE CENTER 
FOR LAW AND GOVERNMENT

Washburn University School of  Law 
is pleased to announce Reginald 

L. Robinson as the inaugural director 
for its Center for Law and Government. 
Robinson will be responsible for 
development of  the Center, which was 
launched in 2008 as a way for Washburn 
Law to refocus its ability to provide 
graduates expanded opportunities for 
public service.

“I am truly energized about having 
the opportunity to join the Washburn 
University community and the Washburn Law 
faculty in this very exciting role,” said Robinson. 
“I look forward to returning to a law school 
classroom and working with students after so 
many years away from work that I love very much. 
And I am especially grateful that through my 
leadership of  the law school’s Center for Law and 
Government, I will have the opportunity to forge 
an ongoing and positive connection with issues 
related to government and policy in Kansas and 
beyond. This is a tremendous opportunity and 
I look forward to becoming a member of  the 
Washburn Law team.”

From 2002 to 2010, Robinson served as president 
and chief  executive offi cer of  the Kansas Board 
of  Regents, which provides strategic leadership 
for the state’s public higher education enterprise. 
Before his appointment as CEO, Robinson served 
jointly as chief  of  staff  to University of  Kansas 
Chancellor Robert Hemenway and as a visiting 
associate professor in the KU School of  Law. He 
has also served on the President’s Commission 
on White House Fellowships, worked for the 
U.S. Department of  Justice, and served as deputy 
associate attorney general of  the United States.

Reginald Robinson’s governmental 
experience in Washington, D.C., has 

helped him formulate a vision and structure 
for the Center for Law and Government 
and create a mission that he describes as 
two-fold: student-focused to provide an 
exceptional legal education that prepares 
graduates for careers in the fi elds of  law, 
government, and public policy; and public 
education-focused to broadly educate 
the public of  the issues situated at the 
intersection of  law, government, and public 
policy, and the workings of  government at 

all levels. Robinson, professor and director of  the Center, 
describes his Washington, D.C., employment experiences, 
including his stint as deputy associate attorney general 
of  the United States, as “not just a window into how 
government works but actually participating in the 
process.” 

To that end, he has included students, alumni and faculty 
in the planning process before formalizing the scope and 
curriculum for the Center. Robinson conducted a Lunch 
and Learn in a town hall format where he talked with 
students about the intended mission and activities of  the 
Center. He also outlined the proposed curriculum and 
requirements for students to earn a Certifi cate in Law 
and Government, received student feedback and reaction 
to those ideas, and discussed the creation of  a student 
law and government group that would generate program 
ideas, help execute programs, and serve as a student 
advisory board for the Center. Robinson’s all-inclusive 
planning process, he believes, will ensure the Center’s 
offerings are adaptable to meet changing times. 

“You don’t want to develop and move forward,” he 
explained. “You want to develop a process to ask for 
feedback and shape the program.”

Immediate goals for the Center include fi nalizing 
curricula and receiving approval of  requirements, which 
is expected in 2011.

ROBINSON’S VISION FOR THE 
CENTER’S FUTURE

Reginald L. Robinson
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October 11, 2010

Refl ections of  a Government Lawyer: 
A Career of  Service at the Federal, 

State and Local Levels
Jackie Williams, ’71, Topeka city attorney, 
discussed his experiences as U.S. attorney 
and as a city attorney.
 
February 17, 2010

Music and Genocide: Harmonizing Coherence, 
Freedom and Nonviolence in Incitement Law

Gregory Gordon, associate professor of  
Law at the University of  North Dakota 
School of  Law, shared with students his 
expertise as director of  the Center for 
Human Rights and Genocide Studies.

November 9, 2009

Health Care Reform: The View From the Hill
Jim Slattery, ’75, spoke to students about 
health care reform. He is a partner with 
Wiley Rein LLP.  Slattery, a six-term U.S. 
congressman, was a member of  the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee during 
his entire 12-year tenure in Congress.

October 19, 2009

Attorneys in Combat
Major Keven 
Kercher, Major 
Douglas Lynch, 
Major James 
Levine, and Major 
Carla Simmons 
presented an 
overview of  
legal operations, 
including international law, host nation law, rules of  
engagement, detainee operations, and rule of  law.

LUNCH AND LEARN
The following events were hosted by the 

Center for Law and Government. 

The proposed scope of  studies includes:
•  Administrative Law
•  International and Domestic Judicial Decision  
 Making
•  Legislation
•  Public Policy
•  Public Service
•  Regulatory Process

Final approval of  course offerings will allow current 
second-year law students who choose this concentration 
to earn a certifi cate upon graduation in 2012.
  
One short-term goal, Robinson says, is recruiting 
student leaders to plan and promote Center activities, 
including Lunch and Learn programs and symposia. 
He is also identifying experts, including Center advisors, 
to provide continuous feedback to help shape the 
program as it evolves. Washburn Law alumni will play a 
role in this process. 

Students choosing the Law and Government 
concentration will benefi t from expanded state and 
local government externship opportunities available in 
the future. Externships offer enhanced legal education 
through off-campus legal work environment placements 
that provide hands-on experience. Robinson and 
Shawn Leisinger, ’99, executive director of  the 
Centers for Excellence, have signifi cant experience in 
the government sector and are committed to providing 
additional externship options for students. 

Future goals for the Center include sponsoring 
symposia and other public events that Robinson said, 
“will create opportunities for broad community learning 
regarding issues of  law, government, and public policy.” 
He also plans to conduct student-focused events that 
provide learning opportunities concerning government 
and public policy as well as career options outside the 
scope of  the practice of  law. Robinson would also like 
to “beef  up” learning opportunities for students. 

“I would like to provide a regular diet of  Lunch and 
Learn programs for students beginning spring 2011,” 
he said. “They are 50-minute bite-sized nuggets of  
information that don’t require a large commitment 
of  time.” Future program ideas include the role of  
state agency general counsel, the lawyer as a lobbyist, 
and higher education and the law—perspectives from 
university attorneys.

Center for Law and Government


