
Rarely have we experienced such an exciting time to be associated with 
Washburn University School of Law. I am excited to be starting my tenure  
as chair of the Board of Governors in the midst of this fantastic confluence  
of events.

We have an incredibly talented, dedicated board who are all committed to doing 
everything we can to support the law school and build on the progress made 
over the last few years. My predecessor, Sabrina Standifer, ’99, did a great job 
as chair to maintain a focus on the students, faculty, and facilities of Washburn 
Law in order to maintain the world-class education available through our alma 
mater. Our law school has seen its ranking increase significantly. In fact, in the 
2017 edition of U.S. News & World Report we saw a 16-place jump — the 
largest increase of any law school in Kansas and in the region and the fourth 
largest in the nation. The enthusiastic support of our alumni network has played 
a big hand in achieving this success.

Our alumni efforts to raise scholarship money have paid off in an impressive 
new class of first-year law students. It is fun to see how excited these outstanding 
new students are as they start their study of the law. It encourages me to grow 
our alumni support for scholarships so we have the financial resources to attract 
top-tier students.

Another exciting development is the progress being made toward construction 
of a new law school building on Washburn’s campus. This project is key to 
maintaining the momentum Washburn Law has experienced in recent years. 
Top-of-the-line facilities will be an important factor in attracting the best and 
brightest students and faculty to join our law school. I can assure you the faculty 
and administration of the law school and President Farley are all committed to 
the new building. We are grateful for the vote of support taken by the Washburn 
University Board of Regents.

We still have a ways to go in making this project a reality. But such a leap 
forward for Washburn Law only happens once in a lifetime. With the 
unanimous support of the Board of Governors, I look forward to working with 
our dedicated alumni to raise the resources necessary to commence construction 
on our new building in the near future.   

On behalf of the Board of Governors, I invite your comments and suggestions 
about how we can better serve the Washburn Law community. Thank you for 
your generous support.  

  
 Sincerely,

 Jim Slattery, ’75
 Chair
 Washburn University School of Law  
 Alumni Association Board of Governors

Building on Momentum

The Washburn University School of Law Alumni 
Association Board of Governors was first 
created in 1952. Our mission is to promote 
the interests of the Law School by engaging 
our alumni through service to the Law School 
and the Association, participating in alumni 
events and programs, remaining connected, 
and assisting to further scholarship funding. 
Appointments run July through June.

2016-2017 Board of Governors 
James C. Slattery, ’75 - Chair (Topeka and McLean, Va.)
S. Lucky DeFries, ’78 - Chair-Elect (Topeka)
Lynn McCreary, ’94 - Vice Chair (Brookfield, Wis.)
Ward E. Loyd, ’68 - Treasurer (Topeka)
Jeffrey D. Jackson, ’92 - Secretary (Lawrence, Kan.)
Sabrina Standifer, ’99 - Past Chair (Wichita)
Paul R. Hoferer, ’75, Law Foundation President (Topeka)
William D. Bunten, ’56 - Law Foundation Treasurer  
      (Topeka)

Members 
Thomas A.  Adrian, ’69 (Newton, Kan.)
W. David Byassee, ’75 (Denver, Colo.)
John M. Collins, ’91 (Neptune, N.J.)
John M. Duma, ’81 (Olathe, Kan.)
Alan Dunaway, ’10 (Salt Lake City, Utah)
Lori A. Fink, ’85 (Dallas, Texas)
Andrew J. (Jack) Focht, ’60 (Wichita)
John C. Frieden, ’67 (Topeka)
Arthur A. Glassman, ’65 (Topeka)
Stephen M. Gorny, ’94 (Kansas City, Mo.)
John R. Hamilton, ’65 (Topeka)
Donald F. Hoffman, ’77 (Hays, Kan.)
Pedro L. Irigonegaray, ’73 (Topeka)
John D. Jurcyk, ’84 (Kansas City, Mo.)
Edward L. Kainen, ’88 (Las Vegas, Nev.)
Jeffrey L. Kennedy, ’84 (Wichita)
C. Michael Lennen, ’74 (Topeka)
Sunee N. Mickle, ’06 (Lawrence, Kan.)
S. Ken Morse, ’80 (Topeka)
Catherine Moyer, ’02 (Ulysses, Kan.)
Sidney A. Reitz, ’76 (Salina, Kan.)
R. Douglas Sebelius, ’76 (Norton, Kan.)
Troy A. Stremming, ’94 (Overland Park, Kan.)
Sue Jean White, ’80 (Bellaire, Texas)


