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You may know that Stormont Vail Health is the preferred health system in Topeka and 
surrounding communities. But with national accreditations and awards, we’re more than 
just a local leader. U.S. News & World Report named us a best hospital in the region, and 
we’re designated as one of only two Magnet® facilities in Kansas. Plus, our collaboration 
with the Mayo Clinic Care Network connects their acclaimed specialists with our local 
experts to tackle even the most complex conditions, right here in Eastern Kansas.

Our list of accomplishments is long, but it’s our commitment to this community that really 
sets us apart.

The story of you is the story of us.

Picture this: Nationally recognized, locally preferred
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Taking energy to heart.

GREENER ENERGY.
BLUER SKIES.
GREENER ENERGY.
BLUER SKIES.

Today, 32% of your energy
comes from the wind. Find out 
how  11 different wind farms 
help Westar power Kansas with 
clean, renewable energy - 
and how you can join us.

Learn more at
WestarEnergy.com/WestarWind



REALTY EXECUTIVES 
The Preferred Advisors Team Difference

Most agents list on one multiple listing service in their area. 
We are on 4. Exposing your home to over 8500+/- agents!

Search for available properties
Find current home value
Schedule listing appoinment
Read our blog
Apply for financing
Listen to our monthly radio show
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WELCOME, NEWCOMERS!

“Topeka is currently seeing tremendous change and 
excitement. With new hotels, shops, and restaurants, downtown 
is more exciting than ever. While you’re there, be sure to cross 
the bridge and check out the NOTO Arts District which boasts 
the talents of many of our residents. I hope you’ll also take the 
time to enjoy our parks and the beautiful views 
at Lake Shawnee. Welcome, and enjoy all the 
wonderful things our community has to offer!”

Michelle De La Isla 
Mayor of Topeka

“It is a great time to be a resident of Topeka, Kansas. The city 
is in growth mode with many exciting opportunities for families, 
business owners, education seekers, and art or nature lovers. 

I invite you to explore Topeka and all it has to 
offer.”

Brent Trout 
City Manager

“Topeka and Shawnee County offer an exceptional place to 
live and raise your family. We are committed to safety and 
service and will do everything we can to ensure you enjoy 
living here. Our office is located downtown. If 
you ever need anything, please stop by!”

Herman Jones 
Shawnee County Sheriff

“There has never been a better time to live in the capital city. 
We have so many new and exciting projects in the pipeline 
and with the formation of the Greater Topeka Partnership and 

Momentum 2022, there is only more to 
come. I’d encourage you to get involved 
in the momentum!”

Cody Foster
Chairs Chair

“Topeka and Shawnee County are experiencing a revival and 
renovation that has been building over the past several years. 
Topeka has retained the charm of a small town 
while offering all the amenities of a bigger city. 
The balance of both worlds creates a wonderful 
place to live.”

Kevin Cook
County Commissioner

“2018 will be a year of transformation and growth for 
Topeka. Those of you joining us this year will be able to watch 
the excitement unfold with us, especially downtown. Numerous 

recreational and cultural offerings are also 
available through our parks, local theater, and 
arts. We are glad you are here.”

Keith Warta
GO Topeka Chair

“Welcome to Topeka! You’ve chosen a community with a 
strong employer base, excellent schools, a strong healthcare 
system, and great choices in neighborhoods. 
Whether you like spending your time outdoors, 
at the theater, or shopping downtown, you’re 
sure to find something you love here in Topeka.”

Paul Bossert
Chamber Chair

“Welcome to your new home. We are so glad you’re 
here. Topeka is a community rich with opportunity and 

welcoming residents. We invite you to get 
involved through one of our many volunteer 
opportunities, community organizations, or 
faith groups.”

Michael Griffin
DTI Chair

“One of the best things about living in Topeka is the sense 
of community and pride. Our friendly residents are sure to 
offer you a warm welcome to your new home. 
We also enjoy a rich history. If you’re a history 
buff, you’ll have plenty of interesting things to do 
and see. Welcome to Topeka.”

Rodger Fry
Visit Topeka Chair
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Topeka lies on rich river bottomland where Native 
Americans lived for many years using the excellent fords on 
the Kansas (Kaw) River. Among the first permanent settlers 

in this area were three French-Canadian (Pappan) brothers, 
who married three Kanza (Kansas) sisters and established a ferry 
over the river in 1842 to accommodate settlers traveling along 
the Oregon Trail. Charles Curtis, a grandson from one of these 
marriages, served as Vice President of the United States under 
Herbert Hoover from 1929 to 1933. 

On Dec. 5, 1854, nine men met on the banks of the Kansas 
River at what is now Kansas Avenue and Crane Street. The men 
drew up an agreement, which later became the basis for the 
Topeka Town Association, the organization primarily responsible 
for the establishment and early growth of Topeka. The nine 
men were Cyrus K. Holliday, F.W. Giles, Daniel H. Horne, 
George Davis, Enoch Chase, J.B. Chase, M.C. Dickey, 
Dr. Charles Robinson and L.G. Cleveland. The City of Topeka 
was incorporated Feb. 14, 1857, with Holliday as mayor. 

During this time, pro-slavery and anti-slavery settlers fought 
for control of Kansas Territory. Free State emigrants facilitated 
the Underground Railroad in Kansas. More than 30 railroad 
“conductors,” including John Ritchie, led escaped slaves by foot 
and wagon during the night. Evidence of several stops along the 
trail to freedom can still be found in Topeka.

In 1859, Holliday founded the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 
Railroad (now BNSF Railway). After a decade of conflict, the 
Kansas territory was admitted to the Union in 1861 as the 34th 
state. Topeka was chosen as the capital with Dr. Robinson as the 
first governor. Holliday donated a tract of land to the state for 
the construction of the state Capitol.

In 1869, the railway started moving westward from Topeka. 
General offices and machine shops were established in Topeka 
in 1878. BNSF still has one of the largest railroad shops in the 
world in Topeka. 

With the onset of World War II, the community’s railroad, 
meat packing and agricultural base shifted to manufacturing 
and government/military services. Forbes Air Force Base was 
established during the war, and the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. 
opened a plant in 1944. During the 1950s, Topeka attracted 
more plants to further develop a diverse economy. 

In the first half of the century, natural disasters challenged 
Topeka, including a flood in 1951 and a tornado in 1966. 
Topekans rose to the challenge, helping one another 
rebuild and the community saw a resurgence in energy and 
volunteerism. 

The City again faced challenges in the 1970s. In 1974, the 
Forbes Air Force Base closed and more than 10,000 people left 

HISTORY OF TOPEKA



TOPEKA RELOCATION GUIDE 2018  |  9

Topeka, impacting the city’s growth pattern for years 
to come.  

In the 1980s, Topeka citizens voted to build a new 
airport terminal and convention center and to change 
the form of city government from a commission 
to a strong mayor-council governing body. West 
Ridge Mall opened in 1988, Heartland Park Topeka 
opened in 1989 and the Topeka Performing Arts 
Center opened in 1991. 

During the 1990s, voters approved bond issues 
for public school improvements including creating 
magnet schools, upgrading technology and 
classrooms and building a sports complex. Voters 
also approved a quarter-cent sales tax for a new 
Law Enforcement Center. In 1996, they approved 
an extension of the sales tax for the East Topeka 
Interchange connecting the Oakland Expressway, 
K-4, I-70 and the Kansas Turnpike. The project was 
completed in August 2001. Residents of Shawnee 
County also voted to extend tax support for the 
expansion of the Topeka & Shawnee County Public 
Library. The Kansas Legislature and the governor 
approved legislation to replace the majority of the 
property tax supporting Washburn University with a 
county-wide sales tax. 

In 2000, the citizens again voted to extend the 
quarter-cent sales tax, this time for the economic development 
of Topeka and Shawnee County. In August 2004, Shawnee 
County citizens voted to repeal the 2000 quarter-cent sales tax 
and replace it with a 12-year half-cent sales tax designated for 
economic development, roads and bridges. In 2009, voters 
authorized a half-cent city-wide sales tax to maintain and 
improve streets and lighting, sidewalks, curbs, gutters and alleys 
during a 10-year period.

Recent significant events include the location of a Target 
Distribution Center, a Home Depot Distribution Center and 
Bimbo Bakeries USA in the Central Crossing Commerce Park. 
During 2011, the Kansas Children’s Discovery Center welcomed 
residents and visitors to explore its imaginative exhibits. Also that 
year the NOTO Arts District opened, an effort undertaken by 
local art advocates to transform historic buildings into studios, 
galleries and shops for entrepreneurs and artists. Their ingenuity 
and enthusiasm created a thriving destination place, especially 
for First Friday Artwalks, and garnered the attention of the New 
York Times and the National Endowment for the Arts.

Mars Chocolate North America opened its first new 
manufacturing plant in 35 years in Topeka’s Kanza Fire 
Commerce Park in 2014. In 2015 they announced a $100 
million expansion for the production of the caramel M&Ms. 
This is the only place in the world caramel M&Ms are made. 

They are a complement to the production of mini Snickers and 
peanut M&Ms.

In 2014, extensive renovation work on the Capitol was 
completed, creating a showpiece for Kansans and a must see 
for tourists.

Downtown Topeka is in the midst of significant transformation, 
including infrastructure improvements, corporate-sponsored 
pocket parks and performance areas, the restoration of the 
historic Jayhawk Theatre, sculptures of prominent Topekans 
and local investment in properties soon to be converted into 
restaurant, retail and office space. The Cyrus Hotel and Holliday 
Public House open this year on Kansas Avenue. Additional 
amenities are coming including an outdoor plaza which will 
accentuate numerous events that help to revitalize the city’s 
core.

Riverfront development work near the historic Great Overland 
Station is also underway and is anticipated to provide additional 
recreation opportunities, including whitewater rafting.
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In 1978, Kansas elected its first female U.S. senator, Nancy 
Landon Kassebaum Baker, daughter of former Kansas 
governor and 1936 presidential nominee Alf Landon. She 
became the first female from any state to be elected in her own 
right to a full term in the U.S. Senate.

Clyde Barrow and Bonnie Parker stole the Ford they would 
be killed in on April 29, 1934, from Jesse and Ruth Warren’s 
driveway at 2107 SE Gabler. When the Warrens got the car 
back, it had more than 160 bullet holes from a fatal ambush 
by law enforcement officers on May 23, 1934, in northern 
Louisiana.

Poet Gwendolyn Brooks, who was born in Topeka, won a 
Pulitzer Prize for her 1950 book “Annie Allen.”

The Kansas Governor’s Residence, Cedar Crest, is the smallest 
occupied governor’s residence in the United States; however, it 
sits on the largest piece of property at 244 acres. The grounds 
are shared with the community.

Dr. Samuel J. Crumbine, an early day promoter of good 
health, lived in Topeka. As part of his good health campaign, he 
is credited for outlawing the “common drinking cup” at schools 
and on trains. He invented the paper cup and the fly swatter.

The Great Smith automobile was built in Topeka from 
1906-1912.

Gypsy Rose Lee gave her first vaudeville performance at 
Jayhawk Theatre in Topeka. In her autobiography, Rose’s sister, 

Baby June, documents her departure with the stage manager. 
Their mother dressed Rose in June’s costume and pushed Rose 
onto the stage. Rose was an instant hit and began her career in 
Kansas City the very next day.

The Topeka-based rock band KANSAS produced eight gold 
albums and three multi-platinum albums. “Carry on Wayward 
Son” and “Dust in the Wind” were top 20 singles in the late 
1970s. A 2015 documentary “Miracles Out of Nowhere” 
chronicles their story. 

Bill Kurtis, a part-time WIBW-TV anchorman and Washburn 
University School of Law student, warned Topekans about the 
June 8, 1966, tornado, telling them, “For God’s sake, take 
cover.” Kurtis passed the bar exam but chose to remain in 
broadcasting. He served as a longtime anchor for the CBS 
station in Chicago, anchored “CBS Morning News” and narrated 
the television programs “Investigative Reports,” “American 
Justice” and “Cold Case Files.” He has won several Emmy and 
CableAce awards as well as the Thurgood Marshall Award for 
investigative reporting. In 2004, he narrated “Anchorman: The 
Legend of Ron Burgundy” and in 2013 narrated “Anchorman 2: 
The Legend Continues.”

Lutie Lytle, the second black woman admitted to the practice 
of law (1897), called Topeka home. She was admitted to the bar 
in Kansas and in Tennessee. She is believed to be the first black 
woman licensed to practice law in Tennessee.

Topeka is the home of Margaret Hill McCarter, the first 
woman to speak at a national political convention (Republican 
Convention, 1920-Harding). An English teacher, McCarter was 
the author of books about life on the Kansas prairie.

Carrie Nation, the temperance crusader, lived in Topeka for 
several years, supporting herself with income from her newspaper, 
“The Smasher’s Mail,” which was published in Topeka.

Alfred E. Neuman, long recognized as the logo character for 
Mad Magazine, was the spokesman for a Topeka dentist who 
professed his services “didn’t hurt a bit!”

Topeka is the home of the first million dollar high school. 
Topeka High School opened in 1931 when Principal Willard 
Van Slyck proclaimed, “A million dollar student body for a million 
dollar high school.” Construction costs reached $1.75 million. 

FUN FACTS 
ABOUT TOPEKA



IT’S NOT ABOUT SELLING, IT’S ABOUT HELPING.

DAN KINGMAN, BROKER/OWNER
785.363.0006  •  dan@dankingman.com  •  1929 SW Gage Blvd., Ste. 1,  Topeka, KS 66604

LET US HELP YOU FIND THE HOME THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU IN A NEIGHBORHOOD YOU’LL LOVE. 

We’ll take the time to understand your unique housing needs. 
•
•
•
•
     and we’ll pay for that inspection at closing.

“Exceeded all our expectations – Very caring and understanding – 
Made things a lot easier on us.”  - Stacy and Tyler 

“Great realtor – Keep up the great work that you do.”  - Eric 

“A true professional – We would recommend to anyone.”  
- Randy and Donna   

Welcome to Topeka!
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DENISON

STATE

BANK

Member FDIC * Equal Housing Lender

Moving to southwest

Topeka? We want to

be your new bank.

Visit:  3640 SW Fairlawn, Topeka

Call:  (785) 272-3399

Web:  dsbks.com

Email:  online@dsbks.com

Ready to help you with:

� Financing on new home purchase or refi.

� Bridge loan between closings on your 

previous home and your new home in Topeka.

� Convenient location right on the curve of 

36th and Fairlawn, with 24-hour ATM.
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LAND AREA
City of Topeka: 62.39 sq. miles
Shawnee County: 554.02 sq. miles

ELEVATION
The elevation ranges from 876 feet above 
sea level in the valley to 971 feet in the 
southwest part of the city.

CLIMATE 
(AVERAGE DAILY TEMPERATURES – MEAN)
Annual – 55 degrees
January 2017 – 30 degrees
April 2017 – 55 degrees
July 2017 – 79 degrees
October 2017 – 57 degrees

Average Annual Precipitation – 
36.5 inches
Average Annual Wind Speed – 8.2 mph
Source: Numbers are based on 30 year 
averages of recorded data. (weatherbase.com)

DISTANCE TO LARGER CITIES
Kansas City, Missouri ................60 miles
St. Louis, Missouri ...................315 miles
Dallas, Texas ..........................505 miles
Chicago, Illinois .....................550 miles
Denver, Colorado ...................560 miles

COST OF LIVING
Topeka & Shawnee County consistently 
rank as one of the best cost of living 
communities in the United States. In the 
first quarter of 2017, C2ER rated the 
Topeka MSA as having a cost of Living 
Index of 91.9, over 8 points lower than 
the national average. 
 

TOPEKA PROFILE
POPULATION
MSA* (5 counties) (2015) .....234,167
City of Topeka (2015) ..........127,672
Shawnee County (2015) ......178,792
State of Kansas (2015) ......2,892,987
*Metropolitan 
Statistical Area: 
Shawnee, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Wabaunsee, 
Osage Counties
Source: 2015 Quick 
Facts, U.S. Census 
Bureau

SHAWNEE COUNTY 
POPULATION 
DISTRIBUTION BY RACE
White ..........................................82.8%
Black/African-American ..................7.9%
American Indian/
Alaska Native .................................0.8%
Native Hawaiian/
Other Pacific Islander ......................0.1%
Asian .............................................1.1%
Two or More Races .........................5.4% 

Note: People of Hispanic or Latino origins 
represent 11.5 percent of the population, 
which is included in each of the above racial 
distributions. Hispanics may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 American 
Community Survey

SHAWNEE COUNTY 
POPULATION 
DISTRIBUTION BY AGE
Ages 0-19 .................................. 26.9%
Ages 20-44 ................................ 30.7%
Ages 45-64 ................................ 26.9%
Ages 65+ ................................... 15.5%
Median Age ...................................38.8

INCOME DEMOGRAPHICS
SHAWNEE COUNTY**
Total Housing Units (2015): 79,425
Total Households (2015): 71,368
Total Population (2015 est.): 178,792
Median Household Income (2015 est.): 
$50,378
Per Capita Personal Income (2015): 
$26,691

TOPEKA MSA (FIVE-COUNTY AREA) 
(Shawnee, Jefferson, Jackson, Osage 
and Wabaunsee Counties)
Total Housing Units (2015): 104,141
Total Households (2015): 93,364 Total 
Topeka MSA Population (2015 est.): 
234,167 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 American 
Community Survey 

TOPEKA
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Momentum
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Topeka is a vibrant capital city filled with friendly people, an affordable cost of living and access to excellent education 
programs. Short commutes allow for residents to work within their desired fields while pursuing their favorite leisure activities in 
their down time. Most residents of Topeka would agree: the capital city is a wonderful place to live, work and play.

Securing Topeka’s future as a desirable place to raise a family, start a business or simply enjoy visiting, community leaders began 
working on a development strategy known as Momentum 2022. 

Momentum 2022 is a four-phase research and strategic planning process that includes community engagement, regional 
scorecards and competitive assessment, developing a holistic economic development strategy and finally, implementation all to be 
completed within a five year span. 

To accomplish these goals, strategic objectives will be implemented by committees comprised of community members committed to 
the growth and success of Topeka. A great deal of work already is underway in Topeka and Shawnee County related to many of the 
goal areas, objectives, and recommendations in the framework of Momentum 2022, but more can always be done with additional 
resources, committed leadership, and a spirit of cooperation. The ultimate goal is to effectively incorporate existing, enhanced and 
new activities under a coordinated implementation framework.

Though this plan has been in 
motion for several months, 
the implementation phase 
officially began in January 
2018. To guarantee its 
success, the citizens of 
Topeka have come together 
to thoughtfully, innovatively, 
and aggressively put action 
into the goals set forth in 
Momentum 2022. 

MOMENTUM 2022

Develop 
Homegrown 

Talent

Create Vibrant 
& Attractive 

Places

Grow a 
Diverse 

Economy

Promote a 
Positive Image

Collaborate 
for a Strong 
Community

PLAN OVERVIEW: FIVE STRATEGIC INITIATIVES

“If you want something new, you have to 
stop doing something old.” – Peter Drucker
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TOPEKA MSA EMPLOYMENT 
(FIVE COUNTIES)
Health Care & Social Assistance: 19,821
Public Administration: 12,741
Retail Trade: 11,393
Educational Services: 10,074
Accommodation & Food Services: 8,613
Administrative & Support: 8,487
Manufacturing: 7,535
Finance & Insurance: 6,667
Construction: 6,610
Other Services: 5,362
Professional, Scientific & Technical 
Services: 5,165
Transportation & Warehousing: 4,501
Wholesale Trade: 3,298
Management of Companies & Enterprises: 
2,091

TOPEKA’S LARGEST 
EMPLOYERS
Topeka is headquarters to many national 
and global companies including Hill’s Pet 
Nutrition, Inc., Security Benefit, American 
Home Life Insurance and Advisors Excel. 

GOVERNMENT
190th Air Refueling Wing, Kansas Air 
  National Guard
City of Topeka
Joint Force Headquarters and Kansas 
  Army National Guard
Shawnee County
State of Kansas
U.S. Government
VA Health Resource 
  Center

EDUCATION
Auburn-Washburn USD 437
Seaman USD 345
Shawnee Heights USD 450
Topeka Public Schools USD 501
Washburn University

MANUFACTURING AND 
DISTRIBUTION
Bimbo Bakeries USA
Frito-Lay, Inc.
Futamura USA
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.
Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc.
J.M. Smucker Company
Mars Wrigley Confectionery

PTMW, Inc.
Reser’s Fine Foods
Southwest Publishing and Mailing 
  Corporation
Target Distribution Center
The Home Depot Rapid Deployment 
  Center
U.S. Food Service

SERVICE
Aim Strategies, LLC
Parrish Hotel Corporation
Topeka & Shawnee County Public 
  Library

MEDICAL/HEALTH SERVICES
Aldersgate Village
Brewster Place Retirement Community
Colmery-O’Neil VA Medical Center
Family Service & Guidance Center
Kansas Neurological Institute
Kansas Rehabilitation Hospital
Midwest Health Management
Sheltered Living
Stormont Vail Health
Topeka Presbyterian Manor
University of Kansas Health System 
  St. Francis Campus 
Valeo Behavioral Health Care

TRANSPORTATION, UTILITY 
AND COMMUNICATIONS
AT&T
BNSF Railway
Cox Communications, Inc.

Kansas Gas Service
Ogden Publications
Topeka Capital-Journal
Westar Energy

INSURANCE/FINANCIAL
Advisors Excel
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas
Capitol Federal
CoreFirst Bank & Trust 
FHLBank Topeka
Mize Houser
Security Benefit
SE2
UMB
U.S. Bank

RETAIL
Dillons Grocery 
Stores
Home Depot
Hy-Vee
Lowe’s
McDonald’s (two franchises)
Menard’s
Wal-Mart (five stores)
Walgreens (eight stores)
Wendy’s

ENGINEERING/CONTRACTORS
Bartlett & West
BRB Contractors

JOBS IN TOPEKA AREA 
In addition to the job boards listed below, be sure to check individual company 
websites and the employment businesses listed elsewhere in this publication. 

City of Topeka Jobs: topeka.org
Craigslist: topeka.craigslist.org
Jobs at CJOnline: jobs.cjonline.com
Kansas Teaching Jobs: kansasteachingjobs.com
KANSASWORKS: kansasworks.com
NationJob: nationjob.com/topeka
Shawnee County Jobs: www.snco.us/jobs
State Government Jobs: da.ks.gov/ps/aaa/recruitment
The Local Buzz Network: localbuzznetwork.com/Topeka-ks-job-search
Topeka Workforce Center: workforcecenters.com/topeka
Washburn Career Services: washburn.edu/current-students/career-services
Washburn Employment Opportunities: washburn.edu
WIBW RadioWorksJobLink: radioworksjoblink.com

EMPLOYMENT & INDUSTRY
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Note: Only GTP members are listed.

ADECCO-THE EMPLOYMENT PEOPLE
3703 SW Burlingame Road, Suite 200
Topeka, KS 66609
785.267.2342
Fax: 785.267.3473
adeccousa.com

EXPRESS EMPLOYMENT 
PROFESSIONALS
2300 SW 29th St., Suite 100
Topeka, KS 66611
785.267.2773
Fax: 785.267.2791
expresspros.com

HEARTLAND WORKS
5020 SW 28th St., Suite 100
Topeka, KS 66614
785.234.0500
Fax: 785.234.0552
heartlandworks.org

IBSA
629 SE Quincy, Suite 102
Topeka, KS 66603
785.442.0761
Ibsa-inc.org

KEY STAFFING
5840 SW Huntoon St.
Topeka, KS 66604
785.272.9999
Fax: 785.273.7799
keystaffing.com

MANPOWER, INC.
2727 SW Wanamaker Road, Suite 100
Topeka, KS 66614
785.228-2700, 800.432.4060
manpower.com

PINNACLE STAFFING GROUP
923 SW Fairlawn Rd., Suite 161
Topeka, KS 66606
785.422.8111
topekastaff@pinnacle-staff.com

PREMIER EMPLOYMENT SOLUTIONS
5840 SW Huntoon St.
Topeka, KS 66604
785.273.9944
Fax: 785.273.7799
premierks.com

TARC (Supported Employment)
2701 SW Randolph
Topeka, KS 66611
785.232.0597
tarcinc.org 

TRUE NORTH CONSULTING, LLC
4314 NW Valencia
Silver Lake, KS 66539
913.256.6598
truenorthkc.com

WASHBURN UNIVERSITY CAREER 
SERVICES
1700 SW College Ave.
Topeka, KS 66621
785.670.1450
washburn.edu/community-business/
career-services.html
Students: washburn.edu/current-students/
career-services/index.html

WESTAFF
1031 SW Gage Blvd.
Topeka, KS 66604
785.273.3939
Fax: 785.273.4078
westaff.com

PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT 
RESOURCES
STATE OF KANSAS, CIVIL SERVICE
Employment Information Services
900 SW Jackson, Room 105-N
Topeka, KS 66612
785.296.4278 
da.ks.gov/ps/aaa/recruitment/

TOPEKA WORKFORCE CENTER 
1430 SW Topeka Blvd.
Topeka, KS 66612
785.235.5627
kansasworks.com/ada/

HR CONSULTING/JOB 
POSTINGS
HR Partners
1240 SW Oakley
Topeka, KS 66604
785.233.7860
cbsks.com

SCOTT HR
6021 SW 29th St., Suite A 
Topeka, KS 66614
785.272.5410
scotthr.com

EMPLOYMENT AGENCIES

LOVE YOUR
Mortgage Experience™

Renee L. Soberano
Your Home Town Lender 
Licensed Loan Originator

NMLS 510395

785.410.4157 | www.reneeloans.com
2029 Vanesta Pl., GT Bldg., Ste. 14

Manhattan, KS 66503

This is not a commintment to lend. | Envoy Mortgage, Ltd. - NMLS ID# 6666
KS - Kansas Mortgage Company License# MC0025374

www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org | www.envoymortgage.com

  Real People,
 Real Results 

5120 SW 28th St
Topeka, KS 66614

785.408.5800 
844-758-0876 toll free

RicksDerm.com



Moving to Topeka?

calling kirk & cobb 
is the best move 

you’ll make.

785-272-5555

Matching hearts & homes since 1947
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Topeka offers abundant and affordable housing options from downtown lofts and lakeside properties 
to Tudors on tree-lined streets and new construction on spacious lots. Topeka’s diverse and distinctive 
neighborhoods instill pride and cultivate a sense of community among residents.

HOUSING

POTWIN, one of the city’s oldest neighborhoods, is 
characterized by brick streets and large Victorian homes. 
Potwin is favored by many longtime residents for its active 
neighborhood association and quiet environment. 

COLLEGE HILL, just north of Washburn University, is a tree-
lined enclave where residents host several events each year, 
including holiday parades, block parties and an annual homes 
tour.

LAKE SHERWOOD features a myriad of homes in various 
styles on or near the water.

OAKLAND is known as one of the most tight-knit communities 
in the city. It’s home to the Fiesta Mexicana, one of the nation’s 
largest and oldest annual Mexican fiestas, as well as many 
popular and locally owned shops and retail establishments.

COLLEGE HILL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, adjacent to the 
historic College Hill area and north of the Washburn University 
campus, has been recently transformed into a vibrant area for 
shops, eateries, apartments and townhomes.

Newer developments feature beautiful homes with modern 
amenities in quiet, upscale neighborhoods: CLARION 
WOODS and CLARION LAKES, located southwest of the 
city core near Lake Sherwood; ROCK FIRE, Topeka’s newest 
housing development near Lake Shawnee; and MCFARLAND 
FARM, which features beautiful homes on rolling terrain right in 
the middle of town.

DOWNTOWN TOPEKA’S transformation is drawing 
professionals of all ages interested in walking to work and 
convenient access to a growing number of stores, eateries, 
bars and cultural events that take place year-round on Kansas 
Avenue.

The WESTBORO neighborhood features winding streets of 
stately homes and expansive green spaces. With several art 
galleries, eateries and boutiques nearby, Westboro is a high-
end, trendy neighborhood ideally suited for individuals who like 
to walk to destinations.

Central Topeka is home to several smaller communities such 
as the RANDOLPH, COLLINS PARK, KENWOOD and 
HISTORIC HOLLIDAY PARK neighborhoods, each providing 
a range of housing that works for individuals and families of any 
size and budget.
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APARTMENTS 
Topeka has numerous rental complexes, each offering selected amenities 
such as fireplaces, garages, microwaves, saunas, pools, washer-dryer 
hook-ups, basements, exercise rooms and more.

For specifics on apartment rentals, go to apartmentfinder.com.

HOMES FOR RENT
For rental houses, check the classifieds in the Topeka Capital-Journal (cjonline.com) or contact the Kansas Housing Resources 
Corporation’s rental listing website at kshousingcorp.org/find-an-apartment.aspx. 

Topeka’s housing market continues to rank below the national average (90.5 with 100 being the 
average). The median home value in Topeka is $98,000. The median list price per square foot in 
Topeka is $79. The median price of homes currently listed in Topeka is $110,500. The median rent 
price in Topeka is $795, which is the same as the Topeka Metro median of $795.

Topeka Market Overview
Data through Nov 30, 2017

• $98,000 ZHVI 
• 4.0% 1-yr forecast  (Nov 30, 2018)
• $110,500 Median listing price
• No data Median sale price

According to zillow.com

HOUSING

in Northeast Kansas! Call Now! (785) 380-0823
Se Habla Español

Rental Managment Solutions  

 

Rental Management Solutions RMS has a 

Our Office
1824 S. Kansas Avenue

(785) 380-0823
www.RentRMS.com



The  Woodwa rd Inns 
                                                       on Fillmore

One Gothic Mansion + Three Stately Executive Inns + Three Family Inns =Mansion + Three Stately Executive I
Topeka’s Luxury Lodging/Party Destination Block

Featured as “Best of the Midwest Travel” Magazine 
2014, 2015 and 2016 

Voted Best of Topeka 2014, 2015 and 2016

Excellence in Luxury Accommodation Award Topeka 2016

Awarded for Shawnee County Historic Neighborhood 
Revitalization – 2017

NOW AVAILABLE! ADORABLE, MODERATE HOTEL/APARTMENTS – GREAT FOR TRADESMEN, INTERNS, RELOCATION

785-354-7111 • thewoodward.com

New Moderate Extended Stay Lodging 
available at The Woodward Wisteria
The Woodward Inns now offers moderate-but-adorable hotel 
apartments at The Wisteria, a small traditional apartment 
building in the middle of The Woodward Inns block. Hotel 
apartments available feature 1- or 2-bedroom units, renovated to 
be adorable, nicely furnished, quiet and peaceful. 

FEATURING:

• Seven historic homes

• Elegant weddings, large or 
small

• Romantic getaway to family 
vacation

• Outdoor heated pool all year

• Massage therapy

• Hot tub decks

• Fireplaces

Celebrating
24 Years

NOW AVAILABLE!
The Woodward Row Houses 

on Huntoon – 
Luxury, Historic, Fully Furnished, 
Magazine Adorable, Extended Stay 

1-, 2- and 3-BR Apartments
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PUBLIC EDUCATION
*AUBURN WASHBURN SCHOOL 
DISTRICT (USD 437) 
5928 SW 53rd St.
Topeka, KS 66610
785.339.4000
usd437.net
2017-2018 total enrollment: 6,327
The Auburn Washburn School District has 
seven elementary schools, one middle 
school (grades 7-8), one high school 
(grades 9-12) and one alternative high 
school (grades 9-12). Situated on 128 
square miles of suburban and rural land, 
the school district serves families in the 
southwest area of Topeka. The district has 
consistently earned leading student scores 
on the ACT and SAT exams along with 
numerous National Merit Scholars.  

KAW VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
(USD 321)
411 W Lasley
St. Marys, KS 66536
785.437.2254
kawvalley.k12.ks.us
2017-2018 total enrollment: 1,230
Kaw Valley Schools serve families in 

Six public school districts plus a number of parochial and private schools serve the area. The public school 
districts offer curricula reflecting current educational trends and technology for pre-school through high 
school graduation. First-rate computer and science labs, interdisciplinary team teaching, award-winning 
debate and championship athletic programs are just a few of the highlights of Topeka-area schools.

Rossville (northwest Shawnee County), 
as well as St. Marys, Delia and Emmett. 
The district characterizes its educational 
system as one built on synergistic 
relationships and a high-quality 
curriculum. There are three elementary 
schools, which include pre-K, and two 
junior/senior high schools.

*SEAMAN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
(USD 345)
901 NW Lyman Road
Topeka, KS 66608
785.575.8600
usd345.com
2017-2018 total enrollment: 3,943
The Seaman School District has five 
elementary schools, one middle school 
(grades 7-8), one high school (grades 
9-12) and one alternative school (grades 
7-12). This district is primarily for 
residents in the northern part of Shawnee 
County. Seaman’s goal is to “strengthen 
our community through excellence 
in education” by providing academic 
challenges and extracurricular activities 
and facilitating cultural awareness.

*SHAWNEE HEIGHTS SCHOOL 
DISTRICT (USD 450)
4401 SE Shawnee Heights Road
Tecumseh, KS 66542
785.379.5800
usd450.net
2017-2018 total enrollment: 3,523
The Shawnee Heights School District 
has four elementary schools, one middle 
school (grades 7-8) and one high school 
(grades 9-12). This district generally 
serves families in the east and southeast 
part of Shawnee County. Behind the 
strength of a quality teaching staff and 
dedicated support staff, Shawnee Heights 
students achieve excellence in the 
classroom and beyond.  
 
SILVER LAKE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
(USD 372)
200 Rice Road
PO Box 39
Silver Lake, KS 66539
785.582.4026
silverlakeschools.org
2017-2018 total enrollment: 736 
The school district has one elementary 
school and one junior-senior high school. 
This district primarily serves families who 

EDUCATION
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Topeka Catholic Schools
Where Faith and Excellence Meet

High achievement rates, high retention rates, high moral values, and high student and 
parent satisfaction are the distinctive marks of Topeka Catholic schools. In addition 

to reading, writing and arithmetic, students also learn responsibility – and how to become 
persons of character and integrity. Our five neighborhood elementary schools and one high 
school provide safe, faith-based environments that help your children succeed.

Christ the King
5973 SW 25th St.
785-272-2220
ctktopeka.org

Holy Family
1725 NE Seward Ave.
785-234-8980
holyfamilytopeka.com

Mater Dei
934 SW Clay St. 
785-233-1727
materdeischool.org

Most Pure Heart of Mary
1750 SW Stone Ave.
785-272-4313
mphm.com/school

Hayden High School
401 SW Gage Blvd.
785-272-5210
haydencatholic.org

St. Matthew
1000 SE 28th St.
785-235-2188
saintmatthews.org/school

Visit our Topeka Catholic schools and see for yourself!

live in the northwest area of Topeka/
Shawnee County. Faculty members in 
the Silver Lake District take pride in their 
students’ academic achievements.  

*TOPEKA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
(USD 501)
624 SW 24th St.
Topeka, KS  66611
785.295.3000
topekapublicschools.net
2017-2018 total enrollment: 14,310
Topeka Public Schools is the largest 
school district in Shawnee County with 
18 elementary schools, six middle 
schools, three traditional high schools 
and five other schools to reach students 
outside the mainstream kindergarten-
12th grade. Topeka Public Schools has a 
diverse student population that reflects 
the community and a rich tradition in 
the arts. The mission of Topeka Public 
Schools is to engage students in the 
highest quality learning, prepare students 
for responsible, productive citizenship and 
inspire excellence for a lifetime.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION
The Catholic school system in Topeka 
is part of the Kansas City, Kansas, 
Archdiocesan system and features five 
elementary schools (kindergarten-grade 
8) and one high school (grades 9-12).
2017-2018 total elementary enrollment: 
1,209

Christ the King: 284
Holy Family: 190
Mater Dei: 183
Most Pure Heart of Mary: 370 
St. Matthews: 182

HAYDEN HIGH SCHOOL
401 SW Gage Blvd.
Topeka, KS 66606
785.272.5210
haydenhigh.org
2017-2018 total high school enrollment 
(9-12): 421

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
*CAIR PARAVEL-LATIN SCHOOL 
(Christian)
635 SW Clay 
Topeka, KS 66606
785.232.3878
cpls.org
2017-2018 total kindergarten-grade 12 
enrollment: 375

* Denotes GTP member

Seaman
School District

#345

Learning Without Limits
seamanUSD345 @seamanschools
www.seamanschools .org

Now Accepting

OUT-OF-DISTRICT

Transfer Applications

5A KSHSAA

5 Elementary Buildings

1 Middle School; 1 High School

Early Learning Center (Birth-PreK)

Alternative School 

Freshman Center 

21st Century Learning

College, Career & Technical  Programs

1:1 Digital Learning (7-12)

Full-Day Kindergarten

PreK-12 Blended Learning
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HERITAGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
2000 NW Clay 
Topeka, KS 66608
785.286.0427
hcstopeka.org
2017-2018 total pre-kindergarten-grade 
12 enrollment: 181

KENNEDY ACADEMY
206 SE Lakewood Court 
Topeka, KS 66609
785.266.5150
kennedyacademy.com
2017-2018 total pre-kindergarten-
grade 2 enrollment: 72

TOPEKA ADVENTISTS SCHOOL
2431 SW Wanamaker Road
Topeka, KS 66614
785.272.9474
2017-2018 total pre-kindergarten-grade 
8 enrollment: 12

*TOPEKA COLLEGIATE
2200 SW Eveningside Drive 
Topeka, KS 66614
785.228.0490
topekacollegiate.org
2017-2018 total pre-kindergarten-grade 
8 enrollment: 161

TOPEKA LUTHERAN SCHOOL
701 SW Roosevelt 
Topeka, KS 66606
785.357.0382
topekalutheran.org
2017-2018 kindergarten-grade 8 
enrollment: 94

HOME SCHOOLING
Cornerstone Family Schools is an 
independent parent-led organization that 
provides extracurricular opportunities and 
educational accountability for its members. 
Cornerstone Family Schools
PO Box 4968
Topeka, KS 66604
cfs-online.org
 
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
PROGRAMS
*NEW DIRECTIONS LEARNING 
ACADEMY (WEST)
5331 SW 22nd Place, Suite 10
Topeka, KS 66606
785.228.2336
getmydiploma.org

*NEW DIRECTIONS LEARNING 
ACADEMY (EAST)
Oakland Community Center
801 NE Popular
Topeka, KS 66616
785.234.9887
getmydiploma.org
New Directions offers a high school 
diploma program for students 18+ years. 
Classes are computer-based with 
assistance provided by certified instructors.

FREEDOM EDUCATION CENTER
1430 SW Topeka Blvd., Third Floor
Topeka, KS 66612
785.266.1035
nationalliteracydirectory.org/freedom-
education-center
High school diploma program for 
individuals on probation or parole.

EDUCATION

• Suburban, rural community with access 
to Lake Shawnee

• Family-centered schools
• Small class sizes
• State of the art technology
• Safe educational environment
• AP honors & college credit

(785) 379-5800             www.usd450.net

[

VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS
*BRYAN UNIVERSITY
1527 SW Fairlawn Road
Topeka, KS 66604
785.272.0889
bryanu.edu
2017-2018 enrollment: not available

MID WEST BARBER COLLEGE
901 SW 37th St.
Topeka, KS 66611
785.266.2500
midwestbarbercollege.com
2017-2018 enrollment: 24

TOPEKA ELECTRICAL JOINT 
APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINING 
COMMITTEE 
1620 NW Gage 
Topeka, KS 66618
785.232.5154
topekaelectricaljatc.com
2017-2018 enrollment: 90

*WASHBURN INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY
5724 SW Huntoon
Topeka, KS 66604
785.273.7140
washburntech.edu
2017-2018 enrollment: not available

PLUMBERS AND PIPEFITTERS 
APPRENTICESHIP SCHOOL 
(Local 441)
2132 S Kansas Ave.
Topeka, KS 66611
785.234.2006
2017-2018 enrollment: 260 apprentices

*WTI–TOPEKA
3712 SW Burlingame Road
Topeka, KS 66609
785.354.4568
wti.edu/by-campus/topeka
2017-2018 enrollment: 104

* Denotes GTP member
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Topeka is a hub of higher education allowing Shawnee County residents access to a wide spectrum of undergraduate and graduate level programs.

SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL EMPHASIS FALL 2017 ENROLLMENT

*Allen Community College
allencc.net

Associate Degree Program Not Available

*Baker University – Topeka Campus
Main Campus: Baldwin, KS
baker.spgs.edu

School of Professional & Graduate Studies: Business, Human 
Resources, Nursing Not Available

Emporia State University
Emporia, KS – 50 miles south of Topeka
emporia.edu

Education
5,732

*Friends University – Topeka Campus
Main Campus:  Wichita, KS 
friends.edu

Non-Traditional Adult Education Program: Business, 
Computers 1,500

Highland Community College
18 miles east of Topeka
highlandcc.edu/

Associate Degree Program
Not Available

Kansas State University
Manhattan, KS – 50 miles west of Topeka
k-state.edu

Agriculture, Architecture, Engineering, Veterinary Science
24,766

*Kansas University
Lawrence, KS – 20 miles east of Topeka
ku.edu

Business, Law, Liberal Arts, Medicine
24,891

*Rasmussen College
Topeka Campus
rasmussen.edu

Adult Education Online and Classroom: Business, Education, 
Health and Nursing, Justice, Technology 300

*Washburn University
Topeka, KS
washburn.edu

Business, Law, Liberal Arts, Nursing
7,000 undergraduates and graduate students

*Denotes GTP member

HIGHER EDUCATION

G E TI N S P I R E D

35+ Career Programs

785.670.2200

www.washburntech.edu

5724 SW Huntoon St., Topeka, Kan.

Family Service & Guidance Center • 325 S.W. Frazier Ave. • Topeka • FSGCtopeka.com • 785.232.5005

Leaving friends and familiar faces and moving to 
a new community can be difficult. If your child 
is experiencing depression, anxiety or any other 
mental health issue, our experts are here to help. 

Call 232.5005 or visit 
FSGCtopeka.com today.

Moving can be 
rough on kids.
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W ith an enrollment of around 
7,000 students, Washburn 
University offers more than 

200 programs leading to certification, 
associate, bachelor, master, doctor of 
nursing practice and juris doctor degrees 
through the College of Arts and Sciences 
and the Schools of Applied Studies, 
Business, Law and Nursing. The university 
is annually ranked as one of the best 
colleges in the Midwest by U.S. News & 
World Report. 

1700 SW COLLEGE AVE. . TOPEKA, KS . 785.670.1010 . Washburn.edu

Become an

TM

Washburn University claims an 
experienced faculty, with over 80 
percent of its full-time faculty holding 
doctorates or the terminal degree offered 
within their field of study. As graduate 
teaching assistants do not teach courses, 
undergraduate students work directly 
with professors in any and all related 
classwork.

Washburn University and Washburn 
Institute of Technology offer affordable 

education. Tuition is charged per credit 
hour. In addition, Washburn University offers 
resident tuition to students from Colorado, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma and Texas.

In the fall of 2015, Washburn University 
and the Kansas Bureau of Investigation 
unveiled a new, state-of-the-art forensic 
science building, which is enhancing both 
entities’ ability to recruit top talent to the 
field, both students and professionals, 
respectively. 

WASHBURN UNIVERSITYWASHBURN UNIVERSITY
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WASHBURN TECH
Washburn University Institute of 
Technology is a nationally recognized 
innovator in career and technical 
education. Their unique affiliation 
with Washburn University provides the 
opportunity to start with technical courses 
and continue to advanced degrees while 
preparing for today’s careers.

Dedicated faculty and staff serve adult 
and high school students as well as 
business and industry participants with 
career specific training in the following 
areas: 

• Advanced Manufacturing
• Business
• Computer & Networking Technology
• Construction
• Drafting & Design
• Health Care
• Hospitality & Human Services
• Transportation

 
Their continuing education including 
online courses offer more specialized 
training in settings that fit busy schedules 
and lifestyles.
 
Washburn Tech also works closely with 
business and industry to ensure all 
courses are high-quality and provide the 
high-demand, real-world skills that lead 
to good jobs and career placement.
 
With a graduation rate of 81% and a 
placement rate of 94%, both the highest 
in the state, Washburn Tech can help set 
goals and attain dreams.

Programs at Washburn University Institute 
of Technology are included in the 
accreditation for Washburn University.

Now Open Saturdays
To Serve You Better!

We’re ready when you are with extended hours, now open 
Saturdays 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Call, click or stop by and ask about a 
SuperCheck®  today. 

Jeff Biggs, LUTCF
2901 SW Burlingame Rd., Topeka
(785) 271-1216
www.agentjeffbiggs.com

Jeff Biggs & Associates

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch
Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services M172 (1-17)

Area employers partner with Washburn 
University and Washburn Institute of 
Technology to cultivate a high-quality 
workforce through collaborative learning 
and training opportunities.

WASHBURN UNIVERSITY
1700 SW College
Topeka, KS 66621
785.670.1010
washburn.edu
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GENERAL MEDICAL HOSPITALS
Note: These hospitals maintain emergency departments and 
have emergency room physicians on site.

*UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS HEALTH SYSTEM 
ST. FRANCIS CAMPUS 
1700 SW Seventh St. 
Topeka, KS 66606
785.295.8000
stfrancistopeka.org 
University of Kansas Health System St. Francis Campus, formerly 
known as St. Francis Health Center is a for-profit hospital in 
Topeka, Kansas, United States.

*STORMONT VAIL HEALTH
1500 SW 10th Ave.
Topeka, KS 66604
785.354.6000
stormontvail.org 
Stormont Vail Health is a regional medical center that includes 
primary care and specialty physicians in the Cotton-O’Neil 
Division. Stormont Vail Health was the first Kansas hospital to 
join the Mayo Clinic Network.

Topeka’s regional medical community is nationally recognized for offering high-quality, low-cost care. 
A multitude of community outreach services, including neighborhood clinics, prevention programs 
and services for children and low-income individuals, are provided by two general hospitals and five 
specialty hospitals. 

SPECIALIZED HOSPITALS
*COLMERY-O’NEIL VA MEDICAL CENTER  
2200 SW Gage Blvd.
Topeka, KS 66622
785.350.3111
topeka.va.gov
This VA Medical Center, part of the VA Eastern Kansas Health 
Care System, provides a full range of medical, surgical and 
psychiatric treatment services for veterans. The VA recently 
opened the Sunflower Memory Center specializing in assisting 
the growing population needing dementia care.

KANSAS NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE
3107 SW 21st St.
Topeka, KS 66604
785.296.5389
kdads.ks.gov/KNI/KNI_Index.html
The Kansas Neurological Institute is a state agency that 
provides services to people with developmental and intellectual 
disabilities in a residential setting.  

HEALTH CAREHEALTH CARE
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*KANSAS REHABILITATION HOSPITAL  
1504 SW Eighth Ave. 
Topeka, KS 66606
785.235.6600
kansasrehabhospital.com
The Kansas Rehabilitation Hospital provides comprehensive 
physical rehabilitation services on an inpatient, acute and 
outpatient basis. 

*TALLGRASS SURGICAL CENTER 
6001 SW Sixth Ave., Suite 100 
Topeka, KS 66615
785.272.8807
tallgrasstopeka.com
Tallgrass Surgical Center is a multi-specialty, ambulatory surgery 
center located in west Topeka. 

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
*FAMILY SERVICE & GUIDANCE CENTER OF TOPEKA
325 SW Frazier 
Topeka, KS 66606
785.232.5005
fsgctopeka.com
Family Service & Guidance Center is a leader in children’s 
mental health services, serving over 14,000 children and 
families each year. FSGC’s programs and services are tailored 
to help children and teens living with anxiety, depression, ADHD 
and other mental health issues live a healthier, happier life.

*VALEO BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CARE
330 SW Oakley 
Topeka, KS 66606
785.233.1730
24-Hour Crisis Hotline 785.234.3300
Valeo Recovery Center 785.234.3448
valeotopeka.org * Denotes GTP member

Valeo Behavioral Health Care, the community mental health 
center for Shawnee County, provides adult mental health and 
addiction recovery services in the areas of crisis intervention, 
substance abuse, psychotherapy, medical services, case 
management, supported employment, supported education, 
reintegration, residential and transitional housing, homelessness 
assistance and peer support groups.

THERAPY SERVICES   
*EASTER SEALS CAPPER FOUNDATION
3500 SW 10th Ave. 
Topeka, KS 66604
785.272.4060
capper.easterseals.com
Easter Seals Capper Foundation provides pediatric and adult 
services to ensure people with disabilities and their families have 
opportunities to live, learn, work and play in their communities. 

ADULT CARE HOMES
The Topeka area is home to many adult care homes that 
provide a range of services including nursing, assisted living, 
residential health care and nursing facilities for the mentally ill. 
Please check a local phone directory for a complete listing. For 
other information, call the Kansas Department for Aging and 
Disability Services, 785.296.4986.
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PET CARE
*HELPING HANDS HUMANE SOCIETY
The Helping Hands Humane Society, 5720 SW 21st St., serves 
as an advocate for animal welfare and provides sanctuary 
for animals in need of compassionate care and protection. 
Helping Hands also fosters the adoption of healthy animals into 
responsible homes and reunites lost animals with their owners. 
They can be reached at 785.233.7325, hhhstopeka.org.

LICENSING PETS
The Topeka Animal Control Unit is responsible for issuing 
dog and cat licenses. These licenses may be obtained at the 
Animal Control Office at the Law Enforcement Center, 320 
S. Kansas Ave., or at the City Express Services desk located 
at 620 SE Madison. This office is open to the public Monday-
Friday from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Registration forms also are available 
at the Helping Hands Humane Society and various veterinary 
clinics and may be mailed to the Animal Control Office. The 
annual license fee for a sterilized dog or cat is $8; for an 
unneutered dog or cat the fee is $20.

HILL’S BARK PARK
Hill’s Bark Park gives dogs an opportunity to run and play with 
other dogs in a leash-free controlled environment with amenities 
for people as well as pets. Hill’s Bark Park is located at Gage 
Park in a former softball field surrounded by a six-foot fence 
near the southeast corner of 10th Avenue and Gage Boulevard. 

* Denotes GTP member

24-HOUR VET
Several 24-hour or after-hours veterinary clinics offer services in 
the Topeka/Shawnee County Area. 

CHILD CARE REFERRAL
Child Care Aware of Eastern Kansas can help locate child 
care openings. A regulated child care resource and referral 
agency, the organization serves a 33-county area. The 
agency assists parents and child care providers alike.

*CHILD CARE AWARE OF EASTERN KANSAS
1100 SW Wanamaker Road, Suite 101
Topeka, KS 66604
785.357.5171
Child Care Referral Hotline: 877.678.2548
east.ks.childcareaware.org
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Family is why

WE DO IT ALL.
We all feel the same commitment to care for 
our families. As your good neighbor agent, 
I can help you meet your insurance and 
financial services needs. Call me today.

James R Garrison CASL, Agent
6750 SW 29th Street
(At the 29th and Urish Roundabout)
Topeka, KS 66614-1512
Bus: 785-272-0332
jim@jimgarrison.biz  

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
statefarm.com® • 

It’s your move.
We’re here to make it smooth.

“Providing Topeka and surrounding areas with  
professional real estate services since 1985”

RE/MAX Associates of Topeka, LLC

5815 SW 29th St., Topeka, KS 66614



YOUR CITY
Capital fun
Welcome to Topeka. It won’t take you long to understand why we 
call it Top City. No matter what day of the year, there’s something 
to do, somewhere to go or something to explore. Start with a top 
view from the top of the Capitol, or a top thrill at the Evel Knievel 
Museum. 

Check out our resources, including Topeka365.com, to start 
planning some fun. Learn more about our restaurants, shopping, 
attractions and the best places to unwind at VisitTopeka.com. 
Then share your fun with us: #TopCity. We’re thrilled to have you. 
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AIR SERVICE
The Topeka Regional Airport is located 
at Forbes Field and serves private and 
charter aviation business. The Kansas City 
International Airport also provides easy 
access to anywhere in the world and is just 
an hour’s drive away. Several shuttle and 
limousine services provide transportation 
between Topeka and the Kansas City 
International Airport. 

Two Fixed Base Operators are located at 
Forbes Field: Mid-America Aviation and 
Million Air Topeka. Both are full-service 
operators in the areas of commercial, 
general aviation and military aircraft. Phillip 
Billard Airport, located three miles northeast 
of downtown Topeka, also has an FBO that 
provides excellent service for general and 
business aviation. The Metropolitan Topeka 
Airport Authority is responsible for both 
airports (mtaa-topeka.org).

Forbes Field ....................... 785.862.2362
Philip Billard Municipal Airport 
  (General Aviation) ............ 785.234.2602

RAIL
Amtrak serves Topeka with daily passenger 
service on an east/west route. Rail service is 
provided by three carriers—Union Pacific, 
BNSF Railway and St. Louis-Southwestern. 
Piggyback service is available within a 
60-mile radius.

Amtrak
  Local Station .................... 785.357.5362
  Reservations .................. 1.800.872.7245
  Website ................................amtrak.com

GETTING AROUND
Street addresses in Topeka are numbered 
starting from Kansas Avenue and First Street 
downtown. Generally the north/south streets 
are named and the east/west streets are 
numbered. Compass points (i.e., SW/NW/
NE/SE) indicate in which quadrant of the 
city the address is located.

BUS SERVICE – INTRACITY
Topeka Metro operates the bus service, 
including transportation for those with 
disabilities. Customer service offices are 
located at 820 SE Quincy. 

Administrative Office ..........785.233.2011
Customer Service ...............785.783.7000
Scheduling and 
  Route Information .............785.783.7000
  ............................. 785.233.2019 (TDD)
topekametro.org

BUS SERVICE – INTERCITY
Greyhound-Trailways Lines, 600 SE Quincy, 
provides intercity service from Topeka.

Greyhound-Trailways 
  Lines ............................... 785.233.2301 

TAXI SERVICE
Yellow Cab of Topeka .........785.357.4444
Capital City Taxi .................785.267.3777
Monarch Transportation
  Services ...........................785.266.0017

K-TAGS
The Kansas Turnpike Authority provides an 
electronic toll system that offers a discount 
and automated service at the toll booth. 
The KTA will issue a small tag with an 
electronic reader that charges your K-TAG 
account whenever you enter or exit the 
turnpike. K-TAGs can be purchased online 
or at retail locations such as Walgreens 
drugstores near the turnpike, Dillons 
stores throughout Kansas and AAA offices 
in Kansas. Call 785.274.3695 or apply 
online at myktag.com.

REGISTERING YOUR CAR
All residents must 
register their cars 
at the Shawnee 
County Treasurer’s 
Office. If you 
are bringing in 
a car from out 
of state, it needs 
to be inspected 
first. Property tax 
on vehicles must 
be paid at time 
of registration or 
title application (exceptions: heavy trucks, 
trailers and motorbikes). Acceptable 
proof of insurance is needed. Call 
785.251.5416, or visit snco.us/treasurer/
motor_vehicle_registration.asp.

Shawnee County Treasurer Offi ces:
You can register vehicles at these two 
locations:

Shawnee County Courthouse
200 SE 7th St., Room 101
Topeka, KS 66603
785.251.5416

Shawnee County Motor Vehicle Annex
5938 SW 17th St.
Topeka, KS 66604

Hours (both locations): 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday 
(Last business day of each month, 
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.)

DRIVER’S LICENSE EXAM 
OFFICES
Full-Service Location:
3907 SW Burlingame Road 
785.266.7380
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m.-4:45 p.m. 
No testing after 4 p.m. 
Special Information: CDL office 

Limited Service Location:
Docking State Office Building
915 SW Harrison St. 
785.296.3963
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
No closed book written tests or drive tests 
given at this location.

N
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Topeka has more than 200 area religious organizations. For a listing of 
the organizations that are current chamber members, please contact the 
GTP at 785.234.2644 or topekainfo@topekachamber.org.

Interfaith of Topeka comprises people from a variety of faiths and religious 
traditions throughout the community. The organization provides a structure 
for cooperation and action by the people of Topeka’s religious communities; 
provides means of communication and dialogue among various religious 
groups to support similar interests and concerns; brings religious groups of 
the city together for common study, worship, service and the promotion of 
human justice; plans and coordinates programs, activities and resources for 
various religious groups; and serves as a voice of leadership to articulate the 
concerns of the religious community on social issues. Membership in Interfaith 
of Topeka is open to all congregations, individuals and organizations in the 
Topeka area. For more information, go to interfaithoftopeka.org.

Additional information about Topeka’s religious community is available at 
Holy Ground Topeka (holyground.topeka.net). 

WORSHIP

Temple Beth Sholom
Topeka’s Jewish Home

For over 85 years, Temple Beth 

Jewish community. Our rabbi, our 

Board of Directors look forward to 

4200 SW Munson
Topeka, Kansas 66604
(785) 272-6040

    8
0 Years in Topeka

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Celebrating Jewish Life in Art & Music

L‘CHAYIM

Christ the king catholic church 
school & early education center

Fr. Mitchel Zimmerman, pastor 

Ctktopeka.org    parishoffice@ctktopeka.org 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  4:30pm 

Sunday:  7:30AM, 9:00AM, 11:00am, 6:00pm 

5973 SW 25th street  topeka, ks  66614 

785-273-0710  Christ the king Church 
785-272-2220 catholic grade school
785-272-2999 early education center

located at the southeast corner of 17th & Gage

Join us for Sunday Worship!
traditional 8:00 & 11:00am contemporary 9:30am

faithlutherantopeka.org

785.272.4214

LuTHeran
cHurcH

Grow in faith ...
    Share Christ’s love!
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worship services

4746 SW 21st Street • Topeka, Kansas 66604
(785) 272-2620
www.trinitypresbyterian.net

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. 

Our Mission: 
“To Glorify God, Share Christ’s Love and Make New Disciples.” 

Trinity Presbyterian ChurchFor the good of the city.

6th & Topeka • forthegoodofthecity.org
785.233.8100

You are invited to 
worship with us!

Sunday Services
9:00AM & 10:30AM

We host Upward Sports 
leagues and AWANA.

Visit www.whillschurch.org 
for more information.

2900 SW Auburn Road  |  www.whillschurch.org  |  785.478.3083

OUR SAVIOR’S
LUTHERAN CHURCH
2021 SW 29th St.
785-266-5313
www.oslctopeka.org

Saturday worship – 5pm

Sunday worship – 9am

Sunday school for all ages – 10:30am

All are welcome!

Pastor: Pastor Daniel Ross
DCE: Amanda Adams
3509 SW Burlingame Road
785-266-6263 • www.christlcms.org

Worship Times
Saturday, 5:00PM – Contemporary
Sunday, 8:00AM & 10:30AM – Traditional 
Sunday School/Bible Study, 9:15AM

Christ Lutheran Church
The Forgiveness Place LCMS

St. David’s Episcopal Church
17th St. and Gage Blvd.

www.stdavidschurch.com
785.272.5144

Holy Communion
Saturday 5PM

Sunday 8AM & 10:30AM

Breakfast at 8:30 most Sundays
Sunday School and

Adult Formation 9:15AM

Love God, Love One Another

817 SW Harrison

Topeka, KS 66612

785-233-9601

www.fpctopeka.org

Services on Sunday at 

8:30AM and 10:30AM

Sharing God’s love from 

the heart of Topeka.
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BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION 
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
1515 SE Monroe St.
Topeka, KS 66612 
785.354.4273
nps.gov/brvb/index.htm
9 am - 5 pm daily
The Brown V. Board of of Education National Historic Site 
commemorates the landmark Supreme Court decision of May 
17, 1954, ending segregation in public schools and the integral 
role of the Brown decision in the Civil Rights Movement. Located 
at what was formerly Monroe Elementary School, once a 
segregated elementary school for African American children, the 
site contains an auditorium, an exhibit gallery on education and 
justice, a gallery which explores the legacy and lasting impact of 
the Brown V. Board ruling and more.

CEDAR CREST GOVERNOR’S RESIDENCE
1 SW Cedar Crest Road
Topeka, KS 66606
785.272.8681
www.kshs.org/kansapedia/cedar-crest/12005
1 pm - 3:30 pm Mondays

ATTRACTIONS
CAROUSEL IN THE PARK
Gage Park
Topeka, KS 66606
785.271.5468
parks.snco.us/facilities/Facility/Details/109
Noon - 4:45 pm daily
While in Gage Park, visitors may enjoy the old fashion 
carousel located just west of Blaisdell Family Aquatic Center. 
This uniquely quaint carousel was built in 1908 and contains 
Wurlitzer style band organ. Take a ride or listen to the band 
organ as you explore the VonRohr Victorian Garden located 
adjacent to the carousel. For birthday parties or other special 
occasions, be sure to ask about the Carousel Room.

CHARLES CURTIS HOUSE MUSEUM
1101 SW Topeka Blvd.
Topeka, KS 66612
785.357.1371
charlescurtismuseum.com
Call for Appointment 
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COMBAT AIR MUSEUM
7016 SE Forbes Ave.
Topeka, KS 66619
785.862.3303
combatairmuseum.org
Closed Mondays; 9 am - 4:30 pm Tuesday - 
Saturday and noon - 4:30 p.m. on Sunday

EVEL KNIEVEL MUSEUM
2047 SW Topeka Blvd.
Topeka, KS 66612
785.215.6205
evelknievelmuseum.com
10 am - 6 pm Tuesday - Friday; 9 am - 5 pm 
& closed on Sunday and Mondays
The Evel Knievel Museum is the perfect place for daredevils and 
dreamers of all ages. See the incredible collection of the death-
defying Evel Knievel’s bikes, helmets, jumpsuits, and even “Big 
Red” his iconic 1974 Mack Truck & Trailer. A featured favorite 
within the museum is its virtual-reality motorcycle jump - an 
opportunity for the daring to ride like Evel without the threat of 
injury.

GAGE PARK
635 SW Gage Blvd.
Topeka, KS 66606
785.251.2600
parks.snco.us
6 am - 11 pm daily
Gage Park is one of Topeka’s oldest and largest parks with the 
first 80 acres of land in the now 160-acre park donated to the 
city by the heirs of Guilford Gage in 1899. There are numerous 
attractions located within the park, such as the Topeka Zoo, the 
Kansas Children’s Discovery Center, Blaisdell Family Aquatic 
Center, the Carousel, and Reinisch Rose Garden & Doran Rock 
Garden. Other star features include Animaland, a play area 
connected to the park’s playground, featuring concrete animals 
and creatures for children to climb on and in, and the mini-train 
that follows a mile-long scenic course through the heart of the 
park.

HISTORIC RITCHIE HOUSE
1116 SE Madison
Topeka, KS 66601
785.234.6097
historicritchiehouse.wixsite.com/
historicritchiehouse
10 am - 5 pm Monday & Wednesdays
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GREAT OVERLAND STATION
701 N Kansas Ave.
Topeka, KS 66608
785.232.5533
greatoverlandstation.com
10 am - 4 pm Tuesday - Saturday & Closed on 
Sunday and Monday
The Great Overland Station, formerly the Union Pacific Railroad 
Station, is a museum that brings to life the history of the railroad 
and its cultural impact on the region. The elegant 1920s station 
turned museum features ever-changing exhibits which include 
costumed docents, photographs and hands-on activities. Kid-
approved attractions include the child-size caboose and costume 
room and “Choo Choo Junction,” a playroom complete with a 
coloring table, wooden train set, Flo-Graphix activity, miniature 
steam train display and a scale model of the station.

HOLLEY MUSEUM OF MILITARY HISTORY
420 SE 6th Ave.
Topeka, KS 66607
785.272.6204
topekaramada.com/hmmh

KANSAS CHILDREN’S DISCOVERY CENTER
4400 SW 10th Ave.
Topeka, KS 66604
785.783.8300
kansasdiscovery.org
9 am - 5 pm Tuesday - Friday; 10 am - 5 pm 
Saturday and Closed on Sunday and Monday.

KANSAS MUSEUM OF HISTORY
6425 SW Sixth Ave.
Topeka, KS 66615
785.272.8681
kshs.org/museum
9 am - 5 pm Tuesday - Saturday, 
1 - 5 pm Sunday, closed on Mondays

KANSAS STATE CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER
Kansas State Capitol Visitor Center
8th & Van Buren
Topeka, KS 66612
785.296.3966
kshs.org/p/kansas-state-capitol-parking/11708
Monday through Friday 8 am - 5:30 pm, 
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm

ATTRA
CTIO

N
S
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DISCOVER TASTE OF TOPEKA
LOCALLY OWNED FAVORITES

for the love of good health!

1100 NW 25th St
(785) 354-8880

NorthStarSteakhouse.com
Reservations suggested

Gourmet 
burritos, 

bowls 
& tacos 
with a 
unique 

and 
taste!

822 North
Kansas Ave.

      785.438.2644

Olive Oils & Balsamic Vinegars

BROOKWOOD SHOPPING CENTER
2900 SW Oakley Ave.

785.272.7700
thetastefulolive.com

Best Sandwiches and Burgers 

bullfrogslive.com
2940 SW Wanamaker

785.272.FROG

209 Local, Craft Beer 
Family Dining

Steak - Pasta - Seafood - Barbeque

37th & Kansas
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LAKE SHAWNEE
3137 SE 29th St.
Topeka, KS 66605
785.251.2600
parks.snco.us
6 am - 11 pm daily
Lake Shawnee offers numerous outdoor activities, such as 
fishing, boating, sailing and swimming. Within the 1,100-
acre park surrounding the lake are foot trails, a golf course, 
a marina, tennis courts, shelter houses, ball diamonds, and 
campground that has 140 sites. For the nature lovers, there is 
also the 11-acre Arboretum and 9.5-acres of beautiful gardens.

THE LESSMAN FARM & TRUCKHENGE
4124 NE Brier Rd.
Topeka, KS 66616
785.234.3486
www.lessmanfarm.com
8 am - 8 pm daily

YESTERDAY’S MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM
2047 SW Topeka Blvd.
Topeka, KS 66612
785.234.6174
historicharley.com
10 am - 6 pm Thursday & Friday, 9 am - 5 pm 
Saturday

MULVANE ART MUSEUM
1700 SW Jewell Ave.
Topeka, KS 66621
785.670.1124
washburn.edu/mulvane
10 am - 7 pm Tuesday, 10 am - 5 pm 
Wednesday - Friday, 1 - 4 pm Saturday 
& Closed Sunday and Monday
Opened in 1924, the Mulvane Art Museum is the oldest 
accredited art museum west of the Mississippi River. Mulvane 
Art Museum showcases a rotating collection, featuring the 
works of regional, national and international talent. A fixture at 
Washburn University, the gallery also showcases pieces created 
by art students at the end of each semester. Located in the lower 
level of the Mulvane Art Museum is the ArtLab: Look, Create, 
Understand education facility, a hands-on activity center for all 
ages.

MUSEUM OF THE KANSAS NATIONAL 
GUARD
125 SE Airport Dr.
Topeka, KS 66619
785.862.1020 
kansasguardmuseum.org
10 am - 4 pm Monday - Saturday

ATTRA
CTIO

N
S



OLD PRAIRIE TOWN
124 NW Fillmore St.
Topeka, KS 66606
785.251.2989 
parks.snco.us
8 am - 8 pm daily
The original homestead of the Anthony A. Ward family who 
settled in Topeka in the 1850’s is now a 5 acre open air park 
featuring historic structures. Bring the kids to see the one-room 
schoolhouse, play on the life-size caboose or purchase an old-
fashioned phosphate at the Potwin Drug Store. Visitors may also 
tour the 1870 Victorian Mansion and the botanical gardens 
located on the grounds.

TED ENSLEY GARDENS
3650 SE West Edge Rd.
Topeka,KS 66605
785.251.2600
parks.snco.us
6 am - 11 pm daily
The Ted Ensley Gardens are located on the west side of Lake 
Shawnee and span over 9 acres. In addition to the beautiful 
views of the lake, the gardens also feature a meditation 
garden, rock gardens, water gardens, rose gardens, waterfalls, 
fountains, a gazebo, and a pergola, which are available to rent 
for weddings and other special occasions.
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TIFFANY WINDOWS AT FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN
817 SW Harrison
Topeka, KS 66612
785.233.9601
fpctopeka.org

TOPEKA CIVIC THEATRE & ACADEMY
3028 SW 8th Ave.
Topeka, KS 66606
785.357.5211
topekacivictheatre.com
Take in a show at Topeka Civic Theatre, the oldest continuously 
operating community dinner theatre in the nation. Performances 
vary from musicals to dramas, to comedies, to shows by multiple 
performance companies. Topeka Civic Theatre’s academy 
offers drama classes for children ages 4 and up. During these 
classes students will learn the basic elements of theatre, develop 
their skills as a performer, and be introduced to the history and 
traditions of theatre.

TOPEKA HIGH SCHOOL
800 SW 10th St.
Topeka, KS 66612
785.295.3150
thsweb.org

TOPEKA ZOO
636 SW Zoo Pkwy.
Topeka, KS 66606
785.368.9180
topekazoo.org
9 am - 5 pm daily
Since it first opened its doors in 1933, the Topeka Zoo and 
Conservation Center has been a continuous star attraction 
for visitors and locals alike. The zoo is currently the home of 
nearly 300 animals from all over the world. Exhibits include 
Adventure Trail, Black Bear Woods, Pollinator Palooza and the 
soon to open Camp Cowabunga. The Topeka Zoo also houses 
the nation’s first indoor tropical rainforest exhibit. Visitors will 
not only learn more about the animals but also nature and the 
environment.

ATTRA
CTIO

N
S
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VISITOR’S CHOICE FOR BEST FOOD AND GAME WATCHING – GROUPS AND SPORTS TEAMS WELCOME!

2940 SW WANAMAKER • 272-FROG

55 FLAT SCREEN TVS  •  THE BEST SANDWICHES & BURGERS
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JANUARY
Kansas Day Celebration
Partenrship Annual Meeting

FEBRUARY
Kansas Silent Film Festival
Restaurant Week

MARCH
St. Patrick’s Day Parade and 
Street Fair
Kansas Kids Wrestling

21st & Chelsea (West side of Fairlawn Plaza)  
(785)272-2886 . www.eagleautowash.com

Open Daily: Mon - Sat 8am - 6pm; Sun & Holidays 10am - 4pm

Topeka’s only Full Service Car 
Wash & Detailing Salon!

Op

Let us welcome you to Topeka with
50% OFF an

EAGLE SUPREME
SPECIALExpires 1/31/2019

Families and friends from the Topeka metropolitan area and beyond enjoy many festivals 
and special events sponsored by community non-profits and businesses. The following is a 
sampling of the largest and longest-running events. Check out the full community calendar at 
topeka365.org.

APRIL
Designers’ Showhouse
Tulip Time
Bridge to Bridge 5K

MAY
Cinco de Mayo Celebration
Travel & Tourism Week
Brownbag Concert Series
NHRA Heartland Nationals
NHRA Summer Nationals

JUNE
Capital City Food Truck Festival
Mulvane Art Fair
Sunflower Music Festival
TAP THAT Topeka
Topeka Tinman Triathlon 

JULY
Fiesta Mexicana
Shawnee County Fair
Spirit of Kansas Celebration
Sunflower State Games

AUGUST
Downtown Adventure Race 
Topeka

EVENTSEVENTS



Banking Powered 
by You!

With your CoreFirst account enjoy 
24/7 account access and convenient 
locations with friendly staff. Plus, 
send money to family and friends 
with your mobile device.

You have the power with CoreFirst.

24
7

Click or call us today,  
1.800.280.0123 

CoreFirstBank.com

SEPTEMBER
Aaron Douglas Art Fair
Cider Days
Great Topeka Duck Race
Huff ‘n Puff Balloon Rally 
Inter-Tribal Pow Wow 
Touch A Truck

OCTOBER
Apple Festival
Jazz and Food Truck Fest
Science & Tech Fest

NOVEMBER
Homes for the Holidays Tour
Salute our Heroes Parade
Living Loft Tour
Miracle on Kansas Avenue

DECEMBER
Festival of Trees
Holiday Happenings
Winter Wonderland
Winterfest

Paws in the Park 
Tacos y Tequila
Chocolate Festival 
TopCon

Boo It Downtown
Boo at the Zoo
Booze at the Zoo

For more information about these 
events, go to topeka365.com.
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Topeka has a rich multicultural heritage that contributes to 
its vibrancy. A variety of ethnic groups share their cultural 
heritage with the community through much-anticipated 

activities and events featuring art, music, cultural traditions and 
cuisine. 

MANA de Topeka is a Hispanic civic organization that meets 
monthly and provides leadership training, a mentor program 
for Latina youth and scholarships for higher education. More 
information is available at manadetopeka.org.

Perhaps one of the oldest events in Topeka is the Fiesta 
Mexicana held annually the third week in July. Fiesta attracts 
entertainers, music and dancers from cities across the country 
as well as Mexico. The multi-day festival features authentically 
prepared tamales, tacos and other fare, as well as music, art, 
a carnival and more. For information about the Fiesta, call 
785.232.5088 or visit olg-parish.org/fiesta.

India Association of Topeka provides a platform for social 
interaction and an introduction to the diverse facets of Indian 
culture. The organization raises funds for local community 
organizations through India-Fest, an annual gala where locals 
are introduced to Indian food and entertainment. For more 
information, email indiansoftopeka@gmail.com. 

In September, the annual Inter-Tribal Pow Wow, a 
celebration of Native American culture, takes place at 
Lake Shawnee, replete with full-costume dancing, food 
and crafts created by Native American artisans. For 

information, visit shawneecountyalliedtribes.org or email 
shawneecountyalliedtribes@gmail.com. 

The African-American community offers numerous social and civic 
organizations for involvement, including the NAACP, Alpha 
Kappa Alpha, Jack and Jill, Links and myriad of religious 
organizations. 
 
The Chinese-American Association meets a few times a 
year to celebrate its heritage. The group has been established in 
Topeka for more than 30 years and gathers together for picnics 
and Chinese New Year celebrations. 

The German-American Club of Topeka has more 
than 100 members and meets twice a month. The German-
American Club sponsors Mardi Gras (Fasching) and a popular 
Oktoberfest that draws hundreds of people from across 
northeast Kansas to enjoy bratwursts, bierocks and German 
potato salad. For more information, contact Norm Hodge, 
785.234.9394 or email gacof-topeka@gmail.com.

The International Center at Washburn University 
promotes the value of international awareness and strives to 
meet the needs of students and faculty as well as businesses 
and organizations in the community. The organization facilitates 
cultural interaction among students, faculty and the community. 
Many Washburn students also participate in study abroad trips 
with faculty and participate in various exchange and internship 
programs. For information, call 785.670.1051.

ETHNICITYETHNICITY
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Unwind your way in the capital city. Check out first-class venues for hiking, biking and 
boating. Stroll through world-class museums and art galleries and discover intriguing options 
for live entertainment and cultural enrichment for all ages. Browse eclectic clothing and home 
décor boutiques for perfect pieces to accentuate your style. Relax in one of our renowned 
homegrown eateries and coffee shops. 

CREATE
Express your individuality at Potwin Pottery, where you can 
drop in and paint pretty ceramic keepsakes or distinctive 
practical gifts. The Mulvane Art Museum ArtLab provides a free 
opportunity for artists of all ages to make colorful creations 
using a variety of materials. Prairie Glass Art Studio offers 
classes and unique pieces for purchases.

EAT
The RowHouse Restaurant and the Monsoon Grill were recently 
named in a Movoto blog, “15 Restaurants in Kansas That Will 
Blow the Taste Buds Right Out of Your Mouth.” The RowHouse 
fare is American with an upscale twist using local ingredients. 
The selection of entrees at the Monsoon Grill is extensive and 
flavored to appeal to a range of tastes with vegan, vegetarian 
and traditional spicy favorites noted on the menu.

The Blind Tiger Brewery & Restaurant, the oldest commercial 
micro-brewery in Topeka, is locally owned and offers award-

EXPLORE & EXPERIENCEEXPLORE & EXPERIENCE

winning beers, an extensive menu and family dining with a kid-
friendly atmosphere. The Blind Tiger Brewery brews about 1,200 
barrels of craft beer each year and features six flagship beers 
and a selection of seasonal and specialty beers.

Tuptim Thai offers delicious, authentic Thai specialties in an 
inviting atmosphere. Chez Yasu features first-rate French cuisine 
in a casual setting, and the Celtic Fox celebrates Irish heritage 
with a full menu including homeland favorites like bangers and 
mash and shepherd’s pie.

Topeka boasts several excellent burger joints, including the 
Burger Stand, recognized by USA Today as one of the best in the 
country. Topeka also has numerous restaurants serving delicious 
Mexican food and homemade comfort dishes. 

DRINK
Topeka has tapped into the microbrew craze with the addition 
of two new breweries. Happy Basset Brewing Co., located in 
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the southwest part of town, features up to ten taps of locally 
handcrafted beer, ranging in style from pilsner to stout. They 
also specialize in creating signature cocktails, including their 
brews in the concoctions. Norseman Brewing Co. can be 
found in NOTO with a spacious interior and large garage door 
windows that open to the street for enjoying warm weather days. 
Their rotating taps feature both handcrafted ales and lagers as 
well as visiting styles from outside of Topeka. For the committed 
repeat visitors, they offer the Founders Club which ensures you a 
free beer with each purchase for the rest of your life.

NOTO ARTS DISTRICT
The NOTO Arts District is dedicated to stimulating the cultural 
and economic life of the North Topeka business area through 
the development and promotion of art studios by providing 
relocation incentives for artists from Kansas and throughout the 
Midwest. 

The buildings in North Topeka have charm and style and are 
available at below-market rental rates. The NOTO district is 
contained within a three-block area that has been recently 
updated with new street lights and planters. Nearby are the 
beautifully restored Great Overland Station, a planned Oregon 
Trail park and older homes that showcase various architectural 
styles including Queen Anne, Folk Victorian and Gothic Revival. 

In the short time since its inception in 2010, artists have 
established studios and retail space, and antique stores, 
boutiques and restaurants have opened to complement 
existing businesses. The NOTO Community Arts Center offers 
classes for all ages in a collaborative atmosphere of artistic 
entrepreneurism. For more information visit notoartsdistrict.com.

ENJOY SPORTS
Sports enthusiasts have multiple opportunities to indulge their 
passion, whether they’re a spectator, player or coach. Baseball, 
hockey, cross-country, soccer, tennis, golf, skating, fishing, 
bowling, sailing, skydiving, mountain biking and more are all 
available.

Washburn University has 16 different men’s and women’s sports 
teams participating in NCAA Division II athletics. Hummer 
Sports Park and Natatorium host national, state and local 
events. Hummer Sports Park also has hosted NJCAA Division lll 
Soccer and USA Swimming’s Central Zone championships. The 
RoadRunners hockey team plays at the Kansas Expocentre in the 
winter. Golden Giants baseball takes the field in the summer. 
Topeka also has a women’s roller derby team, the Capital City 
Crushers.
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Shawnee County Parks and Recreation, the YMCA, the 
YWCA, the Ken Berry Baseball League, the Sunflower Soccer 
Association, the Striders, SportZone and the Topeka Swim Club, 
among others, offer a variety of sporting options for people 
of all ages. Myriad club teams for youth enhance their skills in 
track, soccer, basketball, football and more.

Shawnee County Parks and Recreation sponsors hundreds of 
recreational programs for all ages and interests in more than 
137 parks totaling nearly 2,500 acres located throughout 
Shawnee County. 

More than 200,000 people attend and enjoy events each 
season at Heartland Motorsports Park. This 700-acre facility has 
a 2.6 mile road course, a 3/8-mile dirt track and a world-class 
drag strip. In addition to motorsports activities, the park hosts 
car shows and auctions, music events and more.

Public and private golf courses are available throughout 
Shawnee County. Lake Shawnee Golf Course, set in the 
beautiful rolling hills on the east side of town, and Cypress 
Ridge Golf Course, set on the western edge of the community, 
are maintained by Shawnee County Parks and Recreation. Great 
Life Golf and Fitness offers its members access to the Shawnee, 
Western Hills and Berkshire courses while the Topeka Country 
Club is located right in the center of the community. 

Area residents and visitors enjoy marinas and campsites at five 
federal reservoirs located within an hour’s drive of Topeka.

EXPERIENCE EVENTS
Topeka boasts a robust farmers’ market every Saturday morning 
during the warmer months. Sample a variety of 
food-truck favorites while visiting booths selling farm-fresh 
meat and vegetables, homegrown floral arrangements and 
homemade crafts.

Every weekend Topeka has a number of events underway to 
engage and entertain residents and visitors. See page 44 for 
a listing of annual celebrations. Downtown Topeka, Inc. and 
Visit Topeka provide updated listings of cool things to do. Visit 
topeka365.org for complete listings.

LEARN
The Brown v. Board of Education court decision of May 17, 
1954, ended segregation in public schools and played an 
integral role in the civil rights movement. The Brown v. Board 
of Education National Historic Site exhibits are housed in 
the former Monroe School attended by the African American 
children whose parents brought the case.

Chris Neal/The Topeka Capital-Journal
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The Kansas Children’s Discovery Center’s exhibits inspire 
and encourage exploration indoors and outdoors with the 
primary focus of the first-class galleries and grounds centered 
on education. Exhibit areas emphasize math, science and the 
arts, encouraging both critical and creative thinking, as well as 
promoting physical and gross-motor activity.

The Kansas History Center complex in west Topeka includes the 
headquarters for the Kansas State Historical Society. Visitors can 
trace the state’s history from pre-settlement to the Civil War to 
modern-day Kansas. The center includes the Kansas Museum 
of History with 22,000 square feet of national award-winning 
exhibits, the Potawatomi Mission, the Stach School, the Research 
Center Library and a Nature Trail. The Museum Store, featuring 
Kansas books and gifts, and Discovery Place, with hands-on 
exhibits for children, are located within the museum.   

Old Prairie Town at Ward-Meade Park features six acres 
showcasing a mansion built in 1870, a pioneer cabin, a one-
room country schoolhouse, an old train station, a turn-of-the-
century drugstore, a general store, a church and magnificent 
gardens. Tour the buildings and then sit at the drugstore’s 
marble counter to sip a soda fountain treat. 

The Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library, designed by 
renowned architect Michael Graves, is a county showpiece for 

the senses. In addition to its impressive collection of books, 
movies, music, magazines and digital media, the library’s 
Millennium Café is a popular gathering spot featuring comfort 
food and baked goods. Workshops and programs provide 
opportunities for intellectual exploration and interaction, and 
seven fully equipped rooms can be reserved for meetings.

The Kids Library features colorful murals, Tyrannosaurus Rex 
legs standing in the stacks, an octopus-wrapped aquarium 
and a school bus pulling up to a schoolhouse. The Chandler 
Booktique is ideal for browsing for used books and gifts, and the 
rotating exhibits at the Alice C. Sabatini Gallery offer inspiration.

The library is open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Saturday, 
9 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Sunday, noon-9 p.m. Call 785.580.4400 
or visit tscpl.org for more information.

Other libraries serving a wide range of interests and community 
needs include the State Library of Kansas, Kansas Supreme 
Court Law Library, Washburn University’s Mabee Library and 
Law Library, Topeka Genealogical Society Library and the 
Kansas State Historical Society Library.
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The Topeka Country Club
Renovation & Expansion is Underway at

Now Offering
Dining 

Memberships

K
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T

A C
.C

.

EST. 1905

www.topekacc.org

Multiple membership options are available 

to fit your busy lifestyle!

For more information, contact:
Gina Patterson at (785) 354-8561 or gpatterson@topekacc.org

membership - golf - tennis - swim - dining

LISTEN
Multiple Topeka venues feature local, regional and national 
musical talent year-round.

The Kansas Expocentre and the Topeka Performing Arts Center 
have provided countless hours of entertainment for millions 
of people at thousands of events, including concerts featuring 
national headliners. 

The Topeka Symphony Orchestra, the Topeka Community 
Concert Association, the Topeka Opera Society, the Topeka 
Jazz Workshop and Washburn University’s White Concert Hall 
offer a variety of entertainment by local, regional and national 
performers. The Sunflower Music Festival brings professional 
musicians from across around the world to Washburn University 
each June, and Shawnee County Parks and Recreation features 
local musical groups in area parks during the summer months. 
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Uncle Bo’s Blues Bar, in the lower level of the Ramada Topeka 
Downtown, features local and legendary blues bands as well as 
rock and tribute acts. 

LOOK
Topeka’s art scene is vibrant and ever expanding with more 
than 20 galleries devoted to furthering artistic expression and 
appreciation. Numerous galleries throughout the city feature 
rotating exhibits. First Friday Artwalks draw participants enriched 
by the sensory aspect of the works displayed as well as the social 
connection derived through these popular monthly excursions. 
Artwalk open houses typically run from 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Tucked deep inside the Mulvane Art Museum on the Washburn 
University campus are more than 4,000 pieces of fine art – a 
stunning permanent collection of paintings, prints, sculptures 
and decorative art. The museum hosts rotating exhibits and 
art ensuring visitors something new to behold each time. The 
museum hosts monthly exhibits and art education programs, 
as well as a popular annual art fair the first weekend in June. A 
museum shop features merchandise made by area artists.

The Alice C. Sabatini Gallery at the Topeka & Shawnee County 
Public Library has more than 6,000 pieces of art displayed in 
rotating exhibits.

The NOTO Arts District, featured in the New York Times, has 
several eclectic boutiques, antique stores and eateries.

ARTSConnect, a non-profit agency dedicated to promoting the 
arts in the community, has the latest information on the arts in 
Topeka. 

Visit ArtsConnectTopeka.org. 

NURTURE YOURSELF IN NATURE
Topeka and Shawnee County have great parks and trails, 
whether you’re biking, running, walking the dog or pushing a 
stroller. Bikeshare kiosks are available in multiple locations. 
Bikes can be checked out in one locale and returned in another.

Gage Park offers many outdoor adventures including a mini 
train ride through the park and the  spectaular Reinisch Rose 
Garden with more than 400 varities on display. You can let 
your dog romp in the Hill’s Bark Park or experience the Topeka 
Zoo, a natural treasure of the community that allows interactive 
opportunities like feeding elephants, giraffe or lorikeets.

Kaw River State Park is the only urban park in the state park 
system and provides an immersive nature experience mere 
minutes from the heart of the city. The property, acquired by 
donation in 2005, consists of 76 acres of land on the south 
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bank of the Kansas River in west Topeka. The area is mostly 
hardwood forest overlooking the Kansas (Kaw) River and is 
adjacent to MacLennan Park and Cedar Crest (the Kansas 
governor’s residence) to the east. The Kansas Wildlife & Parks 
Region 2 Office is adjacent to the park property. Enter from SW 
Sixth Avenue.

The Shunga Trail is a paved recreational trail winding from the 
northeast corner of Topeka to the southwest corner. Much of the 
trail passes through parks as it stretches 7.63 miles from near the 
Oakland Community Center and the Oakland Pool in northeast 
Topeka to Crestview Park near the Crestview Community Center 
near SW 29th Street and Fairlawn Road.  

Lake Shawnee offers many outdoor recreational amenities, 
including golfing, boating, camping, paddle boating, swimming, 
baseball and softball. The Lake Shawnee Trail winds nearly 
seven miles around the lake, often running alongside the water 
and sometimes crossing over it on specially constructed bridges.
The trail takes walkers and riders past the Lake Shawnee Golf 
Course, the Ted Ensley Botanical Gardens and recreational sites 
such as ball diamonds, the yacht club and boating docks. For 
more information about the multitude of trails and parks visit 
parks.snco.us.

FORGE
Forge is a workforce initiative with a mission of attracting 
and sustaining young talent in the Greater Topeka area while 
developing the next generation of leaders. Forge seeks to 
provide young professionals with the skills, connections and 
education to successfully integrate as leaders in the community. 

Since its rebranding in Oct. 2016, Forge has experienced 
a 23.6% increase in membership. As of January, Forge has 
approximately 1,284 members. With the support of Forge’s 
generous benefactors, membership is now completely free. If 
you believe that Topeka is not a place for those content to watch 
idly as others determine your fate and future, choose to forge 
your own path and join today. 

For information on Forge, visit topekaforge.org or contact 
Gabriel O’Shea at goshea@greatertopeka.org. Forge 
benefactors include FHLBank Topeka, Advisors Excel, Bartlett & 
West, Capitol Federal, Washburn University, Westar Energy and 
the Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce.

SHOP
A plethora of shopping options are available with neighborhood 
specialty stores, complementing a full array of chain 
establishments one would expect in a thriving metropolitan area. 
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Topeka entrepreneurs abound, selling distinctive items from 
home décor and clothing to cameras and cooking supplies. 
West Ridge Mall, Fairlawn Plaza, Brookwood Shopping Center, 
Downtown Topeka and Westboro Mart are just a few of the 
more than 30 shopping areas catering to people throughout the 
region.

WATCH
Topeka has a thriving community theater presence. With two 
stages, the Topeka Civic Theatre & Academy offers an array 
of top-notch performances that delight audiences of all ages 
throughout the year, including classic productions, quirky plays, 
seasonal selections and improvisational acts. The Helen Hocker 
Theater, an affiliate, offers children’s plays. The Topeka Civic 
Theatre & Academy is the longest-running dinner theater in the 
country.

Washburn University also offers stage productions. The Break 
Room and Warehouse 414 host theatrical entertainment in 
intimate settings.

VOLUNTEER
Whatever your passion, there’s an opportunity to make a 
difference in Topeka. Volunteer for one of the numerous 
non-profits that need the energy, enthusiasm and knowledge 

new residents can offer. Visit volunteerkansas.org for volunteer 
opportunities.

DELVE INTO DOWNTOWN
Topeka’s historic downtown district serves as the core of the 
community, offering unique lifestyle and business opportunities, 
plus cultural attractions and entertainment for local citizens and 
visitors to the Capital City of Kansas.

Along Kansas Avenue, pocket parks serve as gathering spaces 
and pavilions for art displays and concerts. Statues of prominent 
Topekans celebrate their pivotal role, not only in the city’s 
progress but the country’s too. Their innovative contributions 
to transportation, education, civil rights, veterans rights and 
industry transformed our national landscape. Today’s influential 
Topekans continue their legacy through entrepreneurship, 
innovation and investment.
 
With numerous restaurants and retail stores, several 
entertainment venues and attractions, a large workforce and 
dozens of public events, downtown has a variety of welcoming 
options with more to come.
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ARTS & MORE
NOTO/NORTH TOPEKA
aMUSEd Gallery – 907 N Kansas
Ballet Folklorico – 814 N Kansas
Creations of Hope Gallery – 
  909 N Kansas
Faces by Mayfield – 802 N Kansas
Generations Antiques – 918 N Kansas
The Hive NOTO – 918 N Kansas
Kaw River Rustics – 901 N Kansas
Maj-R Thrift – 2020 N Topeka Blvd
Matryoshka Tattoo – 902 N Kansas
Norsemen Brewing Company – 
  830 N Kansas
NOTO Arts Center – 935 N Kansas
NOTO ArtsPlace – 905 N Kansas
Pinkadilly – 824 N Kansas
Portico – 900 N Kansas
Rusty Haggles Antiques – 826 N Kansas
Studio 831 – 831 N Kansas
Stutzman Leather – 840 N Kansas
The Open Window – 927 N Kansas

DOWNTOWN TOPEKA
712 Innovations – 712 S Kansas
Absolute Design – 629 S Kansas
Boho Mojo – 631 S Kansas
First Presbyterian Church – 
  817 SW Harrison
Hazel Hill – 724 S Kansas
H&R Block – 726 S Kansas
Juli’s Coffee & Bistro – 110 SE 8th
Leaping Llamas Artisan Shop – 
  725 S Kansas
NexLynx – 123 SW 6th Ave
Prairie Glass Studio – 110 SE 8th
Wolfe’s Camera – 635 S Kansas

WESTBORO/MIDTOWN
Alice C. Sabatini Gallery – 
  1515 SW 10th
Art Print Express – 1047 SW Gage
Beauchamp’s Gallery – 
  3113 SW Huntoon
Easterseals Capper Foundation – 
  3500 SW 10th
Josey Baking Co. – 3119 SW Huntoon
Mulvane Art Museum – 1700 SW Jewell
Porterfield’s – 3101 SW Huntoon
PT’s Cafe College Hill – 1635 SW 17th 
Soho Interiors – 3129 SW Huntoon

SURROUNDING
Glacier’s Edge Winery – 1636 SE 85th
God’s Storehouse – 2111 SW Chelsea
Prairie Meadow Greenhouse – 
  9321 SE 45th
Southwind Gallery – 3074 SW 29th
Tasteful Olive – 2900A Oakley-
  Brookwood
Topeka Art Guild – 5331 SW 22nd

ARTSConnect
ARTSConnect promotes the arts through building community connections and 
broadening the understanding of how the arts enhance Topeka & Shawnee 
County’s quality of life. Their organization supports and helps organize the First 
Friday Art Walks that happen throughout the community as well as expanding the 
arts in all forms. Topeka & Shawnee County prides itself on being a arts friendly 
town and ARTSConnect is the best way to get engaged in the arts community. Find 
out more by visiting artsconnecttopeka.org.
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  Stroll through the Ted Ensley 
Botanical Gardens at Lake 
Shawnee.

  Attend a First Friday Artwalk.

  Paint your own ceramics at Potwin 
Pottery.

  Savor treats at Hazel Hill 
Chocolates. 

  Visit the Evel Knievel Museum.

  Hop on a bike through the Topeka 
Metro bikeshare program and 
explore the city.

  Grab a beer at the award-winning 
Blind Tiger Brewery.

  Take a hike at Kaw River State 
Park.

  Explore the Brown v. Board 
National Historic Site.

THERE IS MORE THERE IS MORE 
TO EXPERIENCETO EXPERIENCE

WE’RE GLAD YOU’VE DECIDED TO MAKE TOPEKA YOUR HOME. 
HERE ARE SOME TIPS FROM TOPEKANS TO GET YOU STARTED!
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  Eat a meal from a food truck.

  Enjoy the lions, lorikeets and 
orangutans at the Topeka Zoo.

  Treat yourself to new clothes and 
accessories at Ash Boutique, Jess 
& Rosie’s and the Pink Suitcase.

  Learn more about the state’s 
heritage at the Kansas History 
Musem.

  Ride the carousel and miniature 
train at Gage Park.

  Take a ghost tour or Underground 
Railroad tour.

  Rent a paddle boat at Lake 
Shawnee.

  Sip a latte at PT’s at College 
Hill, a direct trade coffee shop 
recognized as a Roaster of the 
Year by Roast Magazine.

  Make something memorable at 
the Mulvane ArtLab.

  Shop fun specialty stores like 
Pinkadilly, Red Door Home Store, 
Home at Last and Warehouse 414 
to give your spaces a fresh look.
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  Get a drugstore phosphate at the 
Old Prairie Town Site at Ward-
Meade Park.

  Spend time wandering through 
the renovated Capitol and then 
climb the stairs to the top for a 
spectacular view.

  Take your dog for a run (off leash) 
at Hill’s Bark Park located in Gage 
Park.

  Be a spectator and cheer on the 
home team all year-round.

  See a show at Topeka Civic 

Theatre & Academy or the Topeka 
Performing Arts Center.

  Browse the Farmers’ Market 
booths on Wednesday and 
Saturday mornings (spring through 
fall) near the Capitol building.

  Check out family friendly events 
at the Topeka & Shawnee County 
Public Library.

  Golf, hike, swim, bike.
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CITY GOVERNMENT
Mayor-Council-City Manager 
(nine-member council)
topeka.org

COUNTY GOVERNMENT
County Commissioners 
(three commissioners)
snco.us

SALES TAX
 9.15% Total

6.5% State
1.5% City
.5% County
.65% Washburn 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAX
Residential property tax is determined 
by taking 11.5 percent of the appraised 
value to determine the assessed value; 
vacant lots are 12 percent of the 
appraised value. The yearly determined 
mill levy is applied ($1 per $1,000 
of assessed value) to determine the 
property tax. (Mill levies are computed 
annually and may vary because of 
location of property and/or additional 
special assessments.)

INCOME TAX RATES
Individual Income Tax 
(KSA 79-32,110)
New individual income tax rates were 
established for tax years 2013 through 
2018. Companies with pass-through 
income (non-wage business income) 

reported on lines 12, 17 or 18 of 
federal Form 1040 are exempt from 
income taxes. Rates for other individual 
income taxpayers, married filing jointly, 
are set at:

Corporate Income Tax
Total taxable income @ 4 percent plus 
3 percent surtax on taxable income 
over $50,000: 7 percent
*After individual income taxes are phased out, 
state income above 2 percent of the previous 
year will be used to proportionately reduce 
corporate income taxes.

COMMERCIAL AND 
INDUSTRIAL REAL PROPERTY
Commercial and industrial real property 
tax is determined by taking 25 percent 
of the appraised value to determine the 
assessed value, then applying the yearly 
total mill levy.

AUTOMOBILES, MOTORIZED 
VEHICLES
Automobiles and motorized vehicles are 
taxed based on 30 percent of assessed 
value, make and model and computed 
on the manufacturer’s original retail 
price with annual depreciation. The 
total mill levy is applied to calculate tax.

WATERCRAFT 
The levy used to calculate the tax on 
watercraft is the county average tax 
rate from the prior year. The minimum 
amount of annual tax levied is $12 
(2014 HB 2422). Watercraft is defined 
as mechanically propelled (KSA 32-
1110) and requires numbering. The 
reduced assessment rates also will 
apply to certain trailers designed to 
launch, retrieve, transport and store the 
watercraft, as well as 
non-electric motors necessary to 
operate them on the water. 

MILL LEVY
Within Shawnee County property taxes 
are evaluated by mill levy’s. There was 
no increase in the mill levy from 2016 
to 2017 and remains at 48.345.

TRANSIENT GUEST TAX
There is a 7 percent tax added to hotel/
motel room bills for stays up to 28 
days. 

Income Under 
$30,000

Income Above 
$30,000

Tax year ’15 - 2.7% Tax year ’15 - $810 
plus 4.6%

Tax year ’16 - 2.4% Tax year ’16 - $720 
plus 4.6%

Tax year ’17- 2.3% Tax year ’17 - $690 
plus 4.6%

Tax year ’18- 2.3% Tax year ’18 - $690 
plus 3.9%

*Future income tax reductions will be available 
in 2019 and beyond when state tax receipts 
grow by more than 2 percent above the 
previous year.

Total Tax Rate for Unit #1 City of Topeka

2009 147.517

2010 147.549

2011 152.4

2012 156.374

2013 165.082

2014 161.322

2015 161.276

2016 161.276

GOVERNMENTGOVERNMENT
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EMERGENCIES
(fire, police, sheriff, ambulance) ........................................911

POISON CONTROL
Stormont Vail Health ........................................800.222.1222
......................................................................785.354.6106
St. Francis Health ............................................800.222.1222
......................................................................785.295.8095

ADMINISTRATIVE CALLS
Ambulance .....................................................785.233.2400
Kansas Highway Patrol .....................................785.296.6800
Shawnee County Sheriff’s Office .......................785.368.2200
Topeka Fire Department ...................................785.368.4000
Topeka Police Department ................................785.368.9551

IDENTIFICATION SOURCES
Kansas State Driver’s License
  Station (Full Service)
  3907 SW Burlingame Road ............................785.266.7380
Voter Registration
  3420 SW Van Buren ......................................785.251.5900
Social Security Administration
  National SSA Office.......................................888.327.1271
  600 SW Commerce Pl. ..................................800.327.1271
  Deaf or Hard of Hearing ................................800.325.0778
  Braille Services ..............................................410.965.6414
  Website ................................................................... ssa.gov
Motor Vehicle Tags ..........................................785.291.5415

UTILITY HOOK UPS
Electricity
Westar Energy .................................................800.383.1183
.................................................................. westarenergy.com
Kaw Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. .................785.478.3444
...............................................................................kve.coop

Gas
Kansas Gas Service .........................................800.794.4780
............................................................ kansasgasservice.com

PHONE/CABLE/INTERNET SERVICE
Multiple carriers provide local and long distance phone service, 
cable and internet. Please check your phone directory for 
availability. 

WATER/SEWER
Water and Sewer Service (City of Topeka) ..........785.368.3111
Rural Water District #4 (Shawnee County) .........785.286.1729

TRASH PICK UP
Shawnee County and a number of private companies provide 
trash pick up services. Please check your phone directory for 
availability.

RECYCLING
Shawnee County provides curbside recycling services and at 
designated locations throughout the community. For details, call 
Shawnee County Solid Waste, 785.233.4774, or visit snco.us/sw. 

Sarah Mack Agency, Inc. 
5304 SW 17th St.
Topeka, KS 66604-2459
(785) 273-1511
smack1@amfam.com

Brad Noller Agency 
1025 SW Gage, Ste. A
Topeka, KS 66604
(785) 273-7502
bnoller@amfam.com

Douglas Cafer Agency, Inc.
201 NW US-24 hwy, Ste. 170 
Topeka, KS 66608
(785) 235-0707
dcafer@amfam.com

Peter Bellucci Agency, Inc.
921 SW 37th St., Ste. B
Topeka, KS 66611-2395
(785) 266-0500
pbellucc@amfam.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, American Family Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783  ©2015  011760 – 2/16

Home – it’s where life happens and dreams are brought to life. Let me 
help you protect what matters most with the customizable coverage 
you need the support you deserve – all at an affordable rate.

CONTACTS
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Oliver Brown (1918-1961)
The Rev. Oliver Brown was a Santa Fe Railway welder and assistant 
pastor at St. Mark’s AME Church. He joined with other parents and 
local NAACP lawyers to sue the Topeka Board of Education for 

the right to enroll their children in neighborhood 
schools closed to black students. A pivotal chapter 
in U.S. civil rights history, the case went to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, and the 1954 ruling that struck 
down “separate but equal” schools is regarded as 
one of the most significant the high court has ever 
made. 

Arthur Capper (1856-1951) 
Arthur Capper was the first 
native-born Kansan to serve as governor and served 
five terms as a U.S. senator. An advocate for children, 

he established a number of events 
and programs for youth, including the 
Capper Foundation (now Easter Seals 
Capper Foundation) to benefit children 
with disabilities. 

Harry Colmery (1890-1979)
Harry Colmery, a Pennsylvania native, served in the Army Air Service as an instructor and pursuit pilot and upon his discharge 
moved to Topeka to practice law. A lifelong advocate for veterans, he became involved in local, state and national American 
Legion initiatives, serving as the organization’s national commander in 1936. Active on its national legislative 
committee before, during and after World War II, Colmery worked to change regulations to allow veterans to 
be treated at veterans hospitals for non-service related illnesses and to allow for the expansion of the veterans 
hospital system. He is credited with writing the draft of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act signed into law 
June 22, 1944. Popularly known as the G.I. Bill of Rights, it provided books, tuition and a monthly stipend for 
veterans who enrolled in colleges and universities as well as low-interest, zero-down payment loans for buying a 
home.

John Steuart Curry 
(1897-1946)
John Steuart Curry grew up on a farm in Dunavant. 
He attended the Kansas City Art Institute, the Art 
Institute of Chicago and Geneva College in Beaver 
Falls, Pennsylvania. He worked as an illustrator 
for popular periodicals like Boys’ Life and The 
Saturday Evening Post. Curry painted the murals 
in the Capitol. “Tragic Prelude,” a 
depiction of John Brown holding a 
rifle in one hand and a Bible in the 
other, sparked controversy amongst 
Kansans but the painting has 
become one of the most well-known 
public art works in the world.

Charles Curtis (1860-1936)
Charles Curtis, a Topeka native and the highest ranking Native 
American ever to serve in public office, was an attorney who 
served in the U.S. House of Representatives for eight terms and 
also in the U.S. Senate. Curtis became Herbert Hoover’s running 
mate in 1928, and the two were inaugurated March 4, 1929. 
President Hoover wanted to encourage home construction, reduce 
foreclosures and support homeownership in the aftermath of the 
Great Depression. Curtis advocated for a bank 
in his hometown when the Federal Home Loan 
Bank Act was established July 22, 1932. FHLBank 
Topeka today serves banks, thrifts, credit unions 
and insurance companies throughout Colorado, 
Kansas, Nebraska and Oklahoma.

Aaron Douglas (1899-1979)
Born in Topeka, Aaron Douglas was a 
painter and illustrator. A leading artist of 
the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s 
and 1930s, Douglas has been called the 

father of African-American 
art. His work made a 
lasting impression on future 
generations of black artists. 

PROMINENT TOPEKANS
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Charles Monroe Sheldon (1857-1946)
A Congregational minister, Charles Sheldon authored 
the book “In His Steps” in which he coined the phrase 
“What Would Jesus Do?”. Because no copyright was 
secured, the book has been in the public 
domain since its publication. Reports 
indicate between 30 million and 50 
million copies have been published 
in multiple languages, making it the 
second-largest-selling religious book 
of all time, behind the Bible. 

Famous sports stars who claim Topeka as home include Dean Smith, legendary coach for the University of North Carolina; 
Bob Benoit, winner of four Professional Bowling Association titles and the first bowler to bowl a perfect game on a televised 
title match (1988); and Gary Woodland, professional golfer who won his first PGA Tour title by one stroke in the Transitions 
Championship in 2011 and won his second title at the 2013 Reno-Tahoe Open. In 2015, Woodland was number 24 in world 
golf rankings.

Ronald Evans (1933-1990)
Ronald Evans became the first Topekan in space 
as Command Module Pilot for Apollo 17. A 1952 
graduate of Highland Park High School, Evans went 
on to the University of Kansas and 
United States Navy, becoming a fighter 
pilot in Vietnam. In 1966, he was one 
of 19 astronauts selected by NASA. 
He served with support crews for the 
Apollo 7 and Apollo 11 missions 
before heading into space for the first 
and only time with Apollo 17.

Georgia Neese Clark Gray (1898-1995)
As a Washburn College student, Georgia Neese Clark Gray developed 
an interest in acting and attended the Franklin Sargent School of 
Dramatic Art. She spent nearly 10 years acting before returning to 
Kansas after the Great Depression. She started working 
at her father’s Richland State Bank, becoming president 
in 1937 following his death. She was active in the 
state Democratic Party, serving as National Committee 
Woman from 1936-1964. She was an early supporter 
of Harry S. Truman, who brought about her nomination 
as the first female treasurer of the United States. She 
served from June 1949 until January 1953. 

Cyrus K. Holliday (1826-1900) 
Cyrus K. Holliday, a Pennsylvania native, served as the adjutant 
general of Kansas during the Civil War and played a principal 
role in founding the Free State Party. He served 
many terms as Topeka mayor and donated 
20 acres for the Capitol building. In 1859, 
he wrote the charter for the Atchison, Topeka 
& Santa Fe Railway, secured congressionally 
authorized land grants for the venture and 
broke ground in 1868. 

Alf Landon (1887-1987)
Alf Landon was the state’s 26th governor and the 1936 
Republican Party nominee for president. Although he received 
only eight electoral votes as compared to President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt’s 523 electoral votes, he was 
known as the Grand Old Party’s “grand old 
man.” On Dec. 13, 1966, he gave the first 
Landon Lecture at Kansas State University 
in Manhattan, and the renowned series 
continues to feature presentations by world 
leaders and political figures, including those 
given by seven U.S. presidents.

Kay McFarland (1935-2015)
Born in Coffeyville, Kay McFarland grew up in Topeka. 

She became the first woman to be 
elected district judge in Kansas and the 
first to serve on the Kansas Supreme 
Court, to which she was appointed 
in 1977 by Gov. Robert Bennett. She 
became chief justice in 1995, serving 
in that role until her retirement in 
2009.

Karl Augustus Menninger, M.D. (1893-1990) (pictured) and 
William Claire Menninger, M.D. (1899-1966)
Dr. Karl Menninger and Dr. Will Menninger co-founded The Menninger 
Clinic with their father, Dr. C. F. Menninger, and became leaders in the 

treatment and prevention of mental illness. Dr. Karl 
authored The Human Mind, Man Against Himself and 
Love Against Hate. He received many major awards 
including the Medal of Freedom, the United States’ 
highest civilian honor, from President Jimmy Carter. Dr. 
Will was featured on the cover of the Oct. 25, 1948, 
issue of TIME magazine.

Rex Stout (1886-1975)
Rex Stout attended Topeka High School and began his 
literary career in the 1910s writing for pulp magazines. 
In the 1930s, he wrote detective fiction, introducing 
the Nero Wolfe character as well as other protagonists. 
After 1940, he focused almost exclusively on the Nero 
Wolfe stories, publishing at least one adventure per year 
through 1966. He published four more Nero Wolfe 
novels before his death in 1975. 
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